                        "The Truth, The Whole Truth, and Nothing But The Truth"

“So help me God”. In our courts today this is something everyone has to say before telling their story before the court. I’m sorry to say that most churches today only preach part of the truth, not the whole truth. There has been a huge influx of “Seeker Churches” in the past 10 years. Some of them have grown to be huge congregations. The good part of a seeker church is that they make it a very relaxed environment to worship. For the most part churches of the past have done a horrible job in sharing not only the gospel but also the love of the Lord. I would say that 80% of the churches you would go into today, one would be asleep half way through the sermon. There is no Spirit and no life; it is a spiritually dead church. Most seeker churches are alive. Some even have a Starbucks-like atmosphere where it is a very non-confrontational setting. 

The Seeker churches I have attended do a very good job in sharing the love of the Lord. BUT the seeker churches do a very bad job in telling the whole truth about Jesus. When you try to make people very comfortable in a congregation you tend to try to not offend anyone, which means these types of churches don’t preach much about the consequences of sin.

I don’t know what is going on in your life right now but if things don’t seem to be getting better in an area of you life, God may be waiting for you to turn your life around. Here is the whole truth about the gospel of Jesus Christ. Jesus came to this world, led a sinless life, was crucified and died, and then he rose from the dead so that ALL who believe in him will have eternal life. 

Jesus preached about love but he also preached about sin and repentance, how much more so should our preachers of today do the same thing.

1 Corinthians 5:1, 2 “It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you and of a kind that does not occur even among pagans. A man has his father’s wife. And you are proud! Shouldn’t you have rather been filled with grief and have put out of fellowship the man who did this?”

Before I became a believer I lived a very immoral lifestyle. All I know is that my life was in total chaos. Did God love me? Yes, but he allowed me to suffer so that I might see my wicked ways and repent.

Here are some cold hard facts. God hates

1. Sex outside marriage 
2. Living together before married 
3. Homosexuality 
4. Abortion 
5. Incest 
6. Arrogance 
The good news is all of these things should never preclude the church from letting all of these people in the church because we are all sinners ONLY saved by grace. But to have immorality in the church and the church not speak about it is dishonoring God. If the church doesn’t preach about sin how do new Christians know what to do? It needs to come from the pulpit and reading God’s word. The spiritual leader is ACCOUNTABLE TO GOD and needs to speak the truth. The churches today cannot be concerned about numbers over the preaching of sin and repentance. Let’s say you are a pastor and your largest giver of tithing is doing something immoral. If you confront him there is a chance by looking at the numbers your church won’t make it if he or she leaves. What will you do?

1 Corinthians 4:3, 4 “I care very little if I am judged by you or by any human court; indeed, I do not even judge myself. My conscience is clear but that does not make me innocent. It is the Lord who judges me.”

We have to get to the point whether we are a pastor or a member of a church that we are ultimately accountable to God instead of man. I was at a conference in Phoenix and there were a man and a woman who were from a mega seeker church in Chicago. These two people were not married and they were teaching a class at this church. Not being married was not an issue but they were living together and staying together at the resort. If a church preaches the truth 

IT HAS TO PREACH THE WHOLE TRUTH OF GOD. 

To not preach the whole truth is a travesty to God. I know of many seeker churches in our town where we live where a lot of couples are living together. Now they may be convicted by reading the Bible and listening to the Holy Spirit if they are believers but one thing they need to do is hear it from the pastor. Sin WILL affect a person’s quality of life. Don’t be concerned about numbers in a church.  Be concerned with following the word of God. Take a look at your life and if things seem to not be right or you just feel uneasiness in your spirit it may be some unconfessed sin in your life. I know by the word of God and by experience that

GOD WILL NOT BE MOCKED AND GOD WILL NOT ALLOW YOU AND ME TO CONTINUE TO COMMIT ADULTEROUS ACTS.

Most of the time I write about encouragement and things to help you get through the day. But to not preach on this subject would not be telling the whole truth, would it? The church of today would be better to have 100 committed people than 500 lukewarm Christians who feel good on a Sunday but go out into the world and are afraid to tell and live the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. The Lord is looking for a few food men and women to take a stand and to lead a godly life that does not cause others to stumble.

Whether we like it or not we are in a spiritual war. We need to pray each day that the evil one would not get us down and out. That we would proclaim the good news of God but the truth of God. Jesus started with 12 committed disciples, not 12 lukewarm men. Now there are millions of believers because of what Christ did on the cross. 

If you are in a lifestyle that is not pleasing to God you need to get out of it. God will not honor that and since he loves you he will put stumbling blocks in your path. Who do you want to please? God or man? The Lord has given us a free will so that we can love the Lord unconditionally. But with that free will comes consequences. Pray that the Lord would break the binds that you may be a slave to. Ask for the Lord’s help and he will not let you down. It says this in his word and I could write a book on his forgiveness when we come to him with a repentant heart AND CHANGE.

Repentance is one thing; change in your lifestyle is another. I am just a messenger to what the Lord wants me to write. If I write things of God that are not true the Lord will deal with me in a severe way and the Bible states that. But what I write today is from the Lord. Pray that each one of us would lead a life that is pleasing to God, not to man.

Have a great day.

Brad

