Look Upward, Not Downward

Tempt -  incite desire in somebody: to cause desire or craving to arise in somebody

Trial -  painful experience: an instance of trouble or hardship, especially one that tests somebody's ability to endure

The Lord does not tempt, Satan does BUT the Lord does test us. The difference is the tempting by Satan is used to cause us to fall, to ruin our lives and our testimony. On the other hand a trial though not pleasant at the time will hopefully strengthen our faith and make us dependant upon the Lord.

Temptation starts out good and ends bad where trials start out bad and end good. We can actually be going through one or both of these at the same time. Maybe you are there right now, not knowing which way to turn. I believe that everything that happens in our life is a chance for us to draw closer to Jesus.

The more we are in the word, praying, worshipping and having fellowship with other believers the harder it will be for Satan to get us to fall. On the other hand 

DOING EVERYTHING RIGHT BEFORE THE LORD DOES NOT STOP TRIALS FROM COMING.

Job was a righteous man and it wasn’t Satan who brought up the name of Job but God. Hay, wait a minute; if I do all the right things the world could still crumble around me? Yes! So why be good?  Here is something very important to understand. Even though the world may be crumbling and things may seem to be out of control God isn’t. He is there to catch you, keep you safe for eternity. Look at John the Baptist. He did all the right things, lived his life to talk about God and the coming of Jesus and what happened to him. He was beheaded. 

We are not guaranteed a smooth passage in this life here on earth BUT we are given Jesus that no matter what trial we have will help get us through it. The trial may seem so unbearable that you think you can’t go on BUT that is where the Lord wants us. God desires for us to not give anyone or anything glory except to Him and Him alone. 

I can’t tell you how many miracles Julie and I have seen with Chase. Is he cured, No! But we are hanging onto the hope that ONLY Jesus can give. I know in heaven we will all be changed. The lame will walk, the blind will see, the deaf will hear, the cancer will be gone, the abuse will be forgotten and no tear will ever be shed again.

The only way to get through this life is to look upward not downward. Don’t get caught up in your circumstances, get caught up in Jesus. The more we know of Jesus the more we want to know. It is NEVER TO LATE to ask for forgiveness and come back to Jesus. He will do whatever it takes to protect and restore you. 

This day will have many ups and downs but Jesus doesn’t. Hold onto his word and you will live a life without fear. Remember this is not our real home. The journey begins today. The only suitcase you need for this journey is a saving faith in Jesus. Do you have that?  Remember don’t get caught up in the problems get caught up in the spirit of Jesus.

Have a great day, Brad.

