“Zero Tolerance”

Titus 2:6-8  "Similarly, encourage the young men to be self controlled. In everything set them an example by doing what is good. In your teaching show integrity, seriousness and soundness of speech that cannot be condemned, so that those who oppose you may be ashamed because they have nothing bad to say about us."
 

When I first became a Christian in November of 1992 certain things started to change in my heart. As you know when you accept Jesus as Savior and Lord of your life you ask him into your life. From that moment on Jesus lives inside of you through His Holy Spirit. Those feelings you get of right and wrong don't come from you, they come from the Holy Spirit inside of you.
I used to swear and could make sailor blush, I wouldn't have any problem stretching the truth, and I lived a very immoral lifestyle before Jesus got a hold of me. I shudder to think what would have happened if I had not GIVEN my life over to Jesus.
I have realized over the years that in order to live a life not only pleasing to God but one that will keep us from stumbling we need to adopt a policy of "Zero Tolerance." This can only be done by the help and power of the Holy Spirit. There can be NO swearing, NO half truths, NO hint of sexual immorality and NO_________________(what you may be struggling with).
As soon as we leave the door open we become enslaved to the evil one. AS you know, as humans we can justify any of our actions. "My wife doesn't care if I look as long as I don't touch". WRONG! "Those competitors of mine really trashed my reputation, I'll get back at them."  WRONG! "I have done the dishes, the baths, the dinner for the past 5 nights, I deserve more." WRONG!
As the above scripture says, "set them an example" by way of integrity. What is integrity? Integrity is doing what is right and good and pure NO MATTER WHAT THE CONSEQUENCES. If you have to lie to save your job or save your marriage then the Lord will not honor that. How would you act if Jesus was sitting next to your in every conversation and in every relationship? Now realize that he ALWAYS is. Sometimes we forget he is there and we choose to do our own thing. The more we concentrate on the things above the more we distance ourselves from the things of this world.
Jose Maria Olazabal is a professional golfer that has won the Masters, a very prestigious event. A few years back he developed a problem with his feet where he could hardly walk and his golf career was in jeopardy. "During the 18 months Olazabel was incapacitated by injury, he returned six-figure checks from the companies he endorsed, even though he was contractually entitled to the money.”I didn't earn the money, he shrugs it’s the way I was brought up. My family taught me to appreciate the smallest things in life, and never put money before happiness."
Can you adopt a Zero Tolerance policy with the things you are struggling with? Remember that some of the things you may be struggling with may cause an unbeliever to stumble. 
 

AS A CHRISTIAN THERE NEEDS TO BE A DIFFERENCE IN THE WAY YOU ACT.
 

There are too many stories of people who don't walk the walk. "I was at work and someone who claimed to be a Christian was swearing and talking bad about others." "The deacon in my church was drinking more than I drink."
 

Zero Tolerance. Can you lead a life that is disciplined, that honors the Lord and that encourages others in the faith? God is looking for those people to stand in the gap, to stand up for maybe what is not popular but for what is right. If we can live our lives with honesty and integrity, then we never have to look over our shoulder. You would be surprised how many people are on the fence about becoming a Christian. The scary thing is they are looking to you and me for answers. If you don't set an example they may go the other way and be lost forever. This is not a guilt trip but Jesus paid a heavy price for you and me to inherit eternal life. Pray that the Lord would give us the wisdom and the strength to lead a life pleasing to Him and that we would do everything we can to walk the straight and narrow path.
Have a great weekend.
Brad
 

