"Your First Love"
Revelation 2:2-4 “I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate wicked men, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not and have found them false. You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have not grown weary. Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love.”
 

The past month I have been working hard to grow a business and in the process have lost sight of my first love. I haven’t forgotten about Jesus but I have not loved him like I should. There are times in life when we need to spend more time with our family or more time at work to get a job done but NEVER at the expense of Jesus. I have had great joy in writing this daily devotional but I have let the work of this life distract me from my goal. What should be our goal? 
 

Matthew 22:37-39 “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and all your soul and all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself.”
 

THIS IS WHAT OUR LIFE SHOULD BE ABOUT.
 

Now how do we implement this? Jesus in the book of Revelation talks about how the people did good deeds, hard work, did not tolerate evil and endured hardships. Sounds like everything is good there doesn’t it? Here is the problem. Works alone does not get us close to God. The greatest commandment says love the Lord your God with ALL you heart, soul and mind. ALL means everything. We cannot compartmentalize God. This means we cannot go about our work and not have the Lord involved. We cannot run our families and not have the Lord involved. Not just involved but we need to have the Lord running the operation. 
 

Our lives are never going to be of a grandiose experience where we are up the whole time. Our lives are full of mountains and valleys. When we think we have it together things start falling apart. If we let our first love be our family, our profession, or acquiring material things we will ALWAYS be disappointed. During the Christmas season it is almost impossible to see Jesus amongst the trappings of things. We can almost forget Christmas is the birth of Jesus. Presents, holly, wreaths, Christmas trees, stockings, shopping at Wal Mart, credit cards, Jewelry Stores and _____________can easily take us away from remembering why we celebrate Christmas.  Without the birth of Jesus we would all be assured of eternity in hell. Because of the birth of Jesus those who have trusted him as Savior and Lord of their lives will have the best present ever. The gift of eternal life. Amen and a thousand Amen’s to that. It is good to give gifts but we cannot get lost in the craziness of the shopping. This Christmas come back to your first love and start fresh. God not only forgives when we come to him with a repentant heart but he also forgets. Whatever you life has been up to now you can have a fresh start. Let this Christmas where we celebrate the birth of Jesus be the one where you have a spiritual birth of renewing your commitment to following Jesus. The best present ever is our salvation. The next best gift is having our family, loved ones and the rest of the world come to know Him too. Let’s make that our main gift this year. Through all the clutter of the season let’s slow down and get to know Jesus again in a much more wonderful way. He is waiting.
Have a great week.
Brad
