"You Have Got To Be Kidding!"
I love the story of Joshua and the fall of Jericho. When Moses died, Joshua was put in place by the Lord to lead the Israelites into the Promised Land. The Promised Land was west of the Jordan River. After crossing the Jordan River Joshua sent two spies to look over the land. When they got to Jericho they stayed at a prostitute’s house named Rahab. When the people from Jericho found out where the men were staying they went to Rahab’s house to find the spies. Rahab hid them because she knew in her heart of how strong the Lord was. She heard how he led his people out of Egypt, parted the Red Sea and what they did to the two kings of the Amorites.
The Lord uses a prostitute to save the spies. He could have used a family, a business leader, a man of wealth but he chose to use a sinner. The good news is we are all sinners and when we stop judging others and lead them to Jesus, the judging will stop. 
 

Matthew 9:12,13 "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. But go and learn what this means:” I desire mercy, not sacrifice. For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners."
 

The Pharisees were always saying they were righteous and religious. When we start to believe that we are above reproach then we are setting ourselves up for a fall. All of us are as bad as the man who steals. We are ALL sinners. The quicker we realize that the only way to God's kingdom is from God's Grace, mercy and asking him to save us the sooner we will give out mercy to others.
 

OK, back to Jericho. The Lord said to Joshua in:
 

Joshua 6:3-5 "March around the city once with all the armed men. Do this for six days. Have seven priests carry trumpets of ram’s horns in front to the ark. On the seventh day, march around the city seven times, with the priests blowing the trumpets. When you hear them sound a long blast on the trumpets, have all the people give a loud shout; then the wall of the city will collapse and the people will go up, every man straight in."
 

My first thought would have been "You have got to be kidding." Why don't we march 50,000 men out to the gates, starve them out then use battering rams, fire, and not let up till the walls come down.
 

But you see God desires the glory not us. If I were going to do it, the plan would have been in my strength not the Lords. What faith Joshua had. After the fifth day do you think some people were thinking "What are we doing"? I'm sure the people of Jericho were looking down hurling insults at them. "Hey guys, that trumpet sure looks like a secret weapon." 
 

What seems overbearing in your life today that you cannot give over to the Lord? What do you think that you can handle better than the Lord? Whether it is relationships, finances, work or lack thereof, or bad news from the doctor, God is so much bigger. He may be telling you to do something right now and you may be saying "You have got to be kidding”, that will never work. If the Lord can bring the walls of Jericho down with a loud shout he can do ANYTHING in your life as long as you come to him with a repentant heart.
The hardest part for the Israelites would have been the first 6 days. The seventh day they went out and the walls came down. How would you like to do something for six days probably being ridiculed and see no results? 
 

THIS IS WHERE FAITH COMES IN.
 

How is your faith? Are you willing to wait upon the Lord no matter how silly something may look? You may say "The Lord doesn't speak to me." God usually doesn't speak to us in an audible tone but he does speak to use through prayer and the reading of his word. Have you ever been praying or reading the bible and a thought pops into you head? It could be the Lord prompting you to do something. Faith is TRUSTING beyond a shadow of a doubt that God knows what he is doing. It may take 7 days, 7 or 70 years but God is faithful. He will never leave you nor forsake you. God can do anything. Let us not trust in the world of things that may seem right. Let us learn to trust in the things that the Lord has for us, things that may not seem right by the world's standards but things that are true. 
The next time a thought pops into your mind, don't be so quick to say "You have got to be kidding". God's plan is perfect. If we are in the will of God by praying, reading his word and submitting to Him in reverence, miraculous things will happen. If people are laughing at you because of your faith, remember the Israelites and what happened to the people of Jericho.
Have a great week and keep walking around that wall.
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