"You Had To Do It"
When I was 12 years old, a year before my dad died, he used to take me hunting a lot. I really didn't like to hunt but I liked being around my dad so whatever he did I did also. I had this obsession with touching things over and over again. You think I have quirks now, you should have known me back then! 
One day I was standing bedside the car getting ready to hunt pheasants. Our family dog, which was also our bird dog, was there and ready for action. My dad was beside me tying his boots. The gun I had, had been handed down to me by my father and I think his fathers father, father! It may have been used in the Civil War. Anyway back to the touching thing. I used to HAVE to see if the safety would work. Of course the only way to do that is to pull on the trigger. Up to this point EVERY TIME I pulled on the trigger it would be locked EXCEPT for this time. We were standing in the parking lot and fortunately my dad had taught me to always point the barrel of the gun to the ground. I pulled the trigger and the gun went off. KABOOOOOOOMMMMMM. We'll Sam, our dog made two circles and did his business on the ground and my dad turned as white as a ghost. He asked me what had happened and I told him that something happened to the safety. Yea, right. My neurosis and a happy trigger finger. We ended up hunting that day but we were all glad to be alive.
The mountains in Pennsylvania in the winter time can be very harsh. Wind chill below zero with a lot of snow. My dad and I were walking to our place to sit for 8 hours and wait for deer to come to us when we stumbled upon a couple deer sleeping. The deer flew so high up in front of us that I yelled out "A Grouse shoot it". A grouse weighs 2 pounds and a deer approximately 130 pounds. I could see how I mistook the two! My dad just shook his head.
On Thanksgiving Day 1974 I was rabbit hunting with a friend of mine and he accidentally shot me in the leg with a shotgun while trying to shoot a rabbit. He did get the rabbit. That was it for me, I'm retired. I went fly fishing instead because that was safe and my friend caught me in the cheek with a fly. I can tell you now that there is no safe place out there. The woods are full of trouble. I'm glad the animals can't shoot back but if I went out there again I'm not so sure, you don't want to be in the woods hunting with me.
I had a stretch of about 15 years where weird things and I mean weird things would happen to me. I didn't believe in God then but you can see from just some of these experiences that God protected me from myself. I was a danger to myself and those around me. 
I KNEW that that safety might go off but I still kept testing it. Temptation in our lives today is a lot like that safety. Are you content and disciplined enough to keep the safety on or do you need to touch it to see if it works.
I have men call me that have marriages in ruin because of sexual immorality in their lives. Satan never uses a frontal approach; he always uses a sugar coated hook. Someone may say "A look doesn't hurt" but a look is where it all starts. If you didn't look there would be no chance of going to the next step. A look turns into talking, that may turn into a lunch, then dinner, then on and on until it is too late. If you are in a pattern now that is dangerous, STOP. 
There are men that are paying over $ 2,000 dollars a month to access pornography web sites on the internet. This started by being curious and having not only a lack of discipline but having NO FEAR of the Lord. Whatever you do in your lives will affect your wife and children for generations to come.
I had been discipling a couple whose marriage was in shambles because of a fathers pornography addiction. He told me that he couldn't stop. He had 4 beautiful children and a loving wife. 
 

Matthew 5:29 "If your right eye cause you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell."
 

This doesn't mean we need to pluck out our eyes if we have a problem with temptation. But it does mean that we need to take drastic measures to get it under control. Are you playing with the safety to see if it works or are you standing back a safe distance? If you are playing with the safety sooner or later it will go off and lives will be shattered.
I would tell this person "You Had to Do It" with all you have", and he couldn't care less.
Hopefully you don't have to suffer or cause your family to suffer to realize that temptation in any form is dangerous. You Don't Have To Do It. But you CAN'T do it in your own strength. You and I need the Lord in our lives working to defeat the evil one and to control the desires of our lives. IN EVERYTHING watch what you do. Jesus is.
Have a great day.
Brad
