“You Can’t Have It Both Ways”

Why Not? That is the culture today. “I want what I want when I want it”. We have so much STUFF in America that we get to the point of over saturation. Enough never becomes enough. We give children things because we love them and the next thing you know they open one gift and ask where the other one is. Guess what? Kids grow into adults and now WE are asking “Where is the other one”. This mindset of getting what we want when we want it I believe is the root of a lack of forgiveness for others.

When most of the time we get the things we want we start to get an inflated impression of who we are. We may look good and humble on the outside but on the inside we are selfish, self centered and prideful. Today most households have at least two cars. Are we happy with two cars? Most of us are not only not happy we want better cars.  The prideful, self centered heart comes out in driving probably more than any other function in our life. Road Rage! “How dare you cut in front in me”, “I’ll show you”. The freeways today are a link between civility and the ½ mile track at Bristol Motor Speedway. 

Our lives would be much less hectic if we were able to forgive. You may be saying to yourself, I forgive all the time. You may forgive but probably not ALL the time. Also once you forgive do you forget or does it still eat you up inside?

Matthew 6: 14,15 “For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.”

Ouch!!!!!!

Ephesians 2:4,5 “But because of his great love for us, God who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions, it is by grace you have been saved.”

Jesus forgave us when we didn’t deserve to be forgiven. Those who ask Jesus into their life by faith, ask for forgiveness of sins and acknowledge that Jesus died on the cross and rose from the dead WILL inherit eternal life. BUT, since Jesus forgave us when we were dead in our sins with no hope of rescue, WE ALSO need to forgive others. We can’t have it both ways. We can’t accept God’s forgiveness and in the same breath not forgive those who we feel have harmed us.

Those who you feel have harmed you, forgive them and then turn it over to God. I have seen so many people carry grudges to their death that it has made them and all they come in contact with miserable. No matter what someone has done to you it isn’t as bad as the sin in our heart that Jesus forgave. It isn’t as bad as the pain he endured on the cross to save us from hell.

Today, there are some who have never forgiven someone. Or maybe have forgiven but have not forgotten. Ask the Lord today to rid you of this cancer. Resentment will eat away at you till Satan gets what he wants, an ineffective believer.

Jesus can do all and is all. Don’t attempt anything in your own strength. Ask Jesus to help you forgive and forget as he has forgiven and forgotten your sin. Once and for all stop carrying the weight of anger and resentment. Look to Jesus, not your circumstances.

Have a great day in the Lord.

Brad

