"Withholding From God"
In the book of Genesis there are a number of chapters that talk about Abraham. Abraham wasn't perfect. There were a number of times he told certain Kings that his wife Sarah was his sister instead of his wife. This way Abraham's life would be spared. As I read this I thought, "What Deception", especially from a Godly man. Here is a man of God who doesn't have enough faith to say the truth and let God protect him. After more thought I realized that there is only ONE perfect person and that is Jesus Christ. Abraham and you and I are sinners. It's what we do with our desire that either brings us closer to God or lets us drift further away.
 

Genesis 22:9,10 "When they had reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound hid son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son."
 

Talk about working out your faith. As the story goes, God provided a ram that Abraham used instead of his son, but this was at the last moment.
 

ABRAHAM WAS WILLING TO GIVE UP HIS SON TO OBEY THE LORD.
 

God blessed Abraham because he didn't withhold his only son, a son that was born when Abraham was 90 years old. Can you imagine the struggle that Isaac put up as he was being tied down to the altar. He knew what was coming especially when his father lifted the knife to kill him.
 

What are you willing to give up that is taking first place over the Lord? Would you rather have your spouse, your children or your job over the Lord? 
 

Our son Chase has had a temperature of 105 for the past 3 days. It has gone up and down but nevertheless it has been sad to see him so sick. I get nervous and all sorts of thoughts go through my mind UNTIL I pray and give him over to the Lord. You see, God created our children, our spouse, our job and our talents. Why is it that somehow along the way we have taken ownership of what is really the Lords? The sooner we can come to the realization that NOTHING in this world is ours except our relationship with Jesus Christ, the sooner we will have the peace that only Jesus can give.
Are you worried, are you tired, are you afraid; it's because you are holding onto something that needs to be given over to the Lord. Pray RIGHT NOW that the Lord would give you his strength and his wisdom to give it over and BACK to him. We all want to live a better life. I can tell you for certain that freedom does not come in a large family, a wonderful wife or husband, a sprawling house or a great job. Freedom comes in believing and giving EVERYTHING over to Jesus. This Christmas season rejoice that God sent his only son to save you and me. Don't be entangled with the worries of this life. Jesus paid the price so we don't have to. Share this good news with someone this week. There are a lot of hurting and lost people out there.
Take Care,
Brad
