Wisdom=Sorrow

One of my favorite books of the bible is Ecclesiastes. Ecclesiastes comes right after the book of Proverbs, both written by King Solomon. Solomon had it all from money to fame to over 700 wives of royal birth and over 300 concubines. In theory this sounds like a lot of pleasure but in reality what a burden this was. You and I would all agree that one woman and one man married as a couple is enough. One thousand wives, YIKES!

We are all looking for joy in our lives. A lot of people think joy comes with possessions. The more stuff the more fun! Actually this is just the opposite. 

Ecclesiastes 1:7 “All streams flow into the sea, yet the sea is never full.”

Think about that. All steams even floods flow into the ocean but the ocean never becomes full. This is just like our work that we do from the time we start working till the time we die. We can work 24 hours a day and it will still never get done. There will always be something else to do. Since 

WE WILL NEVER GET ALL OUR WORK DONE

spend more time each day with things that matter of eternal value. This would be spending more QUALITY time with loved ones and sharing the gospel with as many people as the Lord puts you in contact with. When you get to heaven that is what you will see, not the time you spent on work. Now don’t get me wrong. I take work very seriously, but I have come to realize I have taken work too seriously and have at times hurt my family in the process. When my Blackberry goes off and I answer it when I am already in a conversation with my wife what does that show? It shows my work is more important than my wife. There are times that we need to put in extra hours to meet a deadline but don’t have your job dictate to you that every day is a deadline. Remember the streams and the ocean. No matter how hard you work it will NEVER be enough. 

Julie and I have been praying for a heart change for me and the Lord has been working on me in this area. The problem and solution lies in my perspective of God. The Lord’s will, WILL BE DONE no matter how crafty I try to work and no matter how many overtime hours I work. Solomon is a great example because he did have it all and he is able to pass onto us what is true contentment. Most of us each day are trying to find that balance. The State Lottery is huge. People think that if they win the lottery their problems will be over. History has shown that if you hit the lottery your problems are just starting. The Lottery has been more a curse to those who win than a blessing.

So why would wisdom = sorrow? 

Ecclesiastes 1:18 “For with much wisdom comes much sorrow; the more knowledge, the more grief.”

You would think that with more wisdom you would have more joy instead of sorrow. Solomon points out at the end of this book that wisdom without the Lord is meaningless. If you were to go to school for your whole life and learn all there is about earthly things you would be worldly smart but spiritually empty. We need to accept where we are in life. God has a purpose for all of us. That said we also need to work to the best our abilities that the Lord has given us. If we get a promotion or not it is up to the Lord not our craftiness and in the end we can give God the glory and praise. 

In Zondervans NIV Commentary of the Old Testament they have a Exposition on verses 1:16-18 and it says 

“Those who take life seriously can never take it lightly.”

I used to take life so seriously that I couldn’t find any joy. If someone was having a good time I thought they were lazy. I was brought up to be disciplined. My dad had instilled a great amount of discipline in a short period of time. I don’t know if he did this because he knew his time on this earth was short or if that was the way he was. I’m sure if he had lived longer he would have tempered that discipline with explanations of why he did what he did. But in the midst of this he dies and I was left with the memories of what he instilled in me. 

To this day if I see athletes laughing or having a good time before an athletic event I get mad and think, “I wouldn’t play them,they aren’t taking the game seriously.” But I have come to realize that over the years that each person has their own way of getting ready for a game. Marty Liquori used to go shopping before a big running event. I would be hunkered down in a room getting mad at everyone I was to race. I couldn’t beat anyone I liked so I got to the point where if you lined up against me I hated you. Now what does that say about my thought life? No wonder I quit running at a young age. There was no joy, it was all about winning.

The Lord gave Solomon so much wisdom that Solomon realized that without the Lord everything is meaningless. Really think about this phrase. No matter how much you work or train the Lords will WILL be done. Worldly wisdom will bring you sorrow in the long run if you don’t know and trust in Jesus. Solomon calls our life of work as “Chasing after the wind”. If you feel like you have been chasing after the wind with total frustration in your life this is the time to turn your life over to Jesus. Chasing after the wind will tire you out to the point of exhaustion and you will have NOTHING left to show for your life here on earth. Make Jesus your portion and your wisdom will turn into joy.

Have a great day.

Brad

