"Wind Destroys Home, 7 Sons and 3 Daughters Die"
Last evening a tremendous storm came up in the Middle East caving in the 4 corners of a home. Inside were 7 brothers and three sisters who all perished. The storm was so fierce that the wealthy landowner and father of these children also lost all of his possessions in the storm.
 

This story happened, not last night but over 3,000 years ago. 
 

There have been so many prayer requests of trials lately that I wanted to go through he book of Job. It may take a few lessons but the Book of Job is very insightful.
 

Did you know that it was God who brought up Job and not Satan to be tested? Yikes, if God can bring up Job, who was blameless, how much more can you and I be brought up. BUT there are conditions.
 

Job 1:6 "One day the angels came to present themselves before the Lord and Satan also came with them."
 

It seems that God has the equivalent of today's board meetings. At the beginning God calls the angels together and gives them their marching orders. We can't comprehend the amount of orders given but what an awesome meeting it would be. But like any meeting anyone can just show up. In this case Satan comes.
 

Job 1:8 "Then the Lord said to Satan, "Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil."
 

I think I would be saying, God if I'm blameless and upright and shun evil, why would you bring me up before Satan? That's why it is going to take a couple lessons to learn the answer.
 

Satan goes on to say that since God has given Job many children and possessions that no wonder he loves God and shuns evil. Satan says that if you take everything away from Job that "He will surely curse your face".
 

Job 1:12 "The Lord said to Satan, "Very well, then, everything he has is in your hands, but on the man himself do not lay a finger."
 

One day when Job was in the field 4 messengers came to him. The first messenger said that that his 500 oxen and 500 donkeys were carried off. Another messenger come to him and says that fire of God fell and burned up the 7,000 sheep and all his servants. A third messenger came and said that the Chaldeans stole his 3,000 camels. The fourth messenger came and said
 

Job 18,19 "....Your sons and daughters were feasting and drinking wine at the oldest brothers house, when suddenly a mighty wind swept in from the desert and struck the four corners of the house, It collapsed on them and they are dead.."
 

Job 1:20,21 " At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. The he fell to the ground in worship and said
 

"Naked I came from my mother’s womb
and naked I will depart.
The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away,
may the name of the Lord be praised."
 

I don't want to sound bad here but "The name of the Lord be praised". How could Job say this? Forget about the possessions, they can be acquired again. What about the 7 sons and 3 daughters that he will see no more?
 

First of all, God calls Job blameless and upright, and then he allows Satan to have his sons and daughters killed. What's up with that?
 

Let’s take the first part of this passage. God has called a meeting and God brings up Job, Satan does not bring up Job.  This means that:
 

NOTHING CAN HAPPEN TO YOU WITHOUT GOD'S PERMISSION!
 

So if everything has to pass through God why do things like this happen? I have realized over the years that this life is not fair, at least from a worldly perspective. When we think from an eternal perspective then things start to make sense. I have a saying the Lord has given me that I truly believe, it is:
 

"Whoever Gets To Heaven First Wins"
 

Since we are all going to die anyway and heaven is going to be more than 100,000 times better than earth, why wouldn't we want to be in heaven more than here on earth? In all things God is to be glorified, ALL THINGS. Our ONLY purpose on this earth is to come to know Jesus as Savior and Lord of our life and then to minister to as many other people as possible. NOTHING ELSE MATTERS. Spending eternity in hell is something that not even the most evil person will want to do but hell is a reality.
 

As soon as God had allowed Satan to strip all that Job had away, Job fell to the ground in worship. You see, Job knew where his strength came from and God knew what Job could handle. God also knows what you and I can handle.
 

2 Corinthians 1:9 "...But this happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead."
 

What's the worst that can happen? DEATH is the worst that can happen because that is the end of this world. You now go onto eternity, in Heaven or in Hell. If a loved one dies and they are a believer then we should rejoice. Our mortal selves grieve because of our loss because we won't see them for a time, BUT they are in Glory and enjoying themselves more than you could ever imagine and for ETERNITY. Amen!
In this world we will experience many trials. Sometimes you may be thinking "Lord I can't take anymore, when will it end?" 
 

2 Corinthians 12:10 "That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weakness, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak then I am strong."
 

The more we rely on our own strength the weaker we become. There is no strength in us. The sooner we can realize that the Lord is our refuge and our strength, the sooner we can live a spirit filled life not worried about today or what is ahead.
 

Tomorrow we will talk about more trials that Job has coming, this is just the beginning. God has the plan, we don't! Shouldn't we have a talk with the one who has the plan?
Take Care
Brad
