“Why Stay On Course?”

The answer is obvious but in all reality WE ALLOW ourselves to get off course everyday.

Psalm 119:104 “I gain understanding from your precepts; therefore I hate every wrong path.”

Precepts – principle: a rule, instruction, or principle that guides somebody's actions, especially one that guides moral behavior (Encarta Dictionary)

The Psalmist says that he hates every wrong path because of God’s precepts. Some of God’s precepts are the Ten Commandments. Wisdom is also a great precept, “If I knew then what I know now I would............”

But staying on course is really a heart issue not just a head issue. No matter how we may be affected by idolatry, pornography, immorality, anger or an addiction of another kind we will never get out of this vise on head knowledge alone. Head knowledge doesn’t have anything to do with Jesus. We may from time to time think we have conquered an addiction by our own will but our own will is like a stream backed up by a dam. If that steam continues to flow the water will be held back for awhile but will eventually overrun its banks. If our heart is not changed by the power and grace of Jesus Christ then there will be no overflow for that water to escape. Any dam has a release valve that when the water gets to high it is released by another means. This is what Jesus does for us when we come to him with a repentant heart. 

To stay on course our hearts have to be changed and have to want to be changed EACH AND EVERYDAY. We live in a world full of sin where the devil prowls around trying to pick us off. If we try to will ourselves into obedience it WILL NEVER WORK OVER THE LONG HAUL. We need Jesus to come into our lives (we have to ask him) and he needs to change us from the inside out not from the outside in. We can sum up staying on path as this:

IF YOU BELIEVE THAT JESUS DIED ON THE CROSS AND ROSE FROM THE DEAD TO PAY THE PENATLY FOR YOUR SINS AND TO SAVE A PLACE FOR YOU IN HEAVEN WHY WOULD YOU STRAY FROM THE PATH?

Really think about this. We deserved to be on the cross not Jesus. So when we blatantly sin and fall into temptation we are discounting what Jesus did for you and I. Never discount the ultimate sacrifice and humiliation Jesus paid so we could be free. Don’t let the evil one think that you need to live in bondage. You can break free but not of you own will ONLY by the power of Jesus. Jesus is in the heart changing business. If you don’t love Jesus or don’t understand Him pray that the Holy Spirit would change your focus and be able to see Him clearly. When you see the Savior you will want to turn away from all that is wrong to try to do the things that are pure and right.

Don’t fret. Jesus knows what is going on.

Take care

Brad

