Why Share The Gospel?

Jesus says in the Gospel of Matthew verse 19 and 20:
 
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you…..”
 
One of the reasons we are called to share is because Jesus tells us to. Being baptized does not mean you are going to heaven. Once you have acknowledged by faith that Jesus died on the cross, rose from the dead and paid the penalty for your sins and have asked him into your life then and only then are you saved from Hell and have a secure place in heaven. We get baptized as an outward expression of our faith and thanks for what Jesus has done for us. Baptism has NOTHING to do with salvation. Remember, the thief on the cross believed in Jesus and Jesus said he would see him in Paradise or heaven. The thief wasn’t baptized.
 
Luke 16:19-31 talks about a rich man and a poor beggar who both died.  The rich man ended up in hell and the poor man ended up in heaven. The rich man was so distraught that at one point he said in verse 24 ,“Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.” 
In verse 26 Abraham says there is a great chasm that divides heaven and hell where the people in hell can NEVER get to heaven and that the people in heaven can NEVER get to hell. From hearing this the rich man said in verse 27:
 
“Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my fathers house, for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.”
 
People joke about “We will all have a party in Hell, heaven will be boring.” Just the opposite is true, the real party is in heaven. Just think that this hell will be FOREVER separated from God, FOREVER with no chance of reconciliation. Once this man experienced hell he knew that someone had to tell his family not to come there. 
 
Do you know where you are headed? 
 
NONE OF US WILL EVER DIE.  
 
The tent we call a body will decay until it is no longer of any use. People should be saying at a funeral, “Here lies the body of a person we know but now this person is with Jesus, (if they are saved). The body is just like a booster rocket that is used for a short time to get us to heaven. That body is of no use once God calls us home.
 
As we have read, hell is an awful place for eternity. We are called to share the gospel so that before people die they can make a decision to know Jesus and inherit eternal life. If we haven’t made that decision and get to heaven it will be too late. Jesus will say “I never knew you depart from me”. How horrible to hear those words. Some people in this world are so good at getting out of trouble that they think they will be able to talk their way into heaven. Then is not the time to do a slick sales speech on why you should get into heaven. We ONLY get into heaven by faith in Jesus and faith alone.
Many people have never heard the gospel. Please make it a point to take a class like Evangelism Explosion (EE) so you can share your faith and lead others to Jesus. 
This life is so short. Many are planning for their retirement. Coming to a saving faith of Jesus is the ultimate retirement plan. Make sure that you are saved. The day you stand before Jesus may be today. Never put this decision off and if you have loved ones who aren’t saved make sure they have a chance to hear the gospel. 
Wouldn’t it be great to get to heaven and not only see Jesus but also see those who you were able to share the gospel with? The Lord has given us a huge blessing by allowing us to share the most important thing in the world, salvation in Jesus Christ.
Have a great week.
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