Why Pray

This morning Julie said to me, “I’m a little worried you didn’t want to pray this morning”. A friend of mine this past week said that, “I feel distant from the Lord”.  In my case I have been so consumed with OTHER THINGS that I have been distracted form the main goal. I thank the Lord for a Godly wife that the Lord uses to help me in my walk with him. Yesterday I had a day that I was just plain angry. Our seven year old had a doctor’s appointment that I was a little concerned about that tuned out to be nothing. I had been gone for a few days and work had piled up and I just felt overwhelmed. Instead of asking the one who created the universe to help me, I decided to go it alone.
 
In Luke Chapter 22 there are a couple verses that really stand out on the power of prayer and being focused.
 
Luke 22:31,32 “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked me to sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fall. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.”
 
This is an awesome verse looking into the battle between Jesus and Satan for our souls. 
 
First of all, Satan HAS TO ask Jesus before he comes at us with any trial. That’s the good news. But in this verse Jesus didn’t say anything about stopping Satan from sifting Peter as wheat. The only thing Jesus says is that “I have prayed for you that you faith may not fail, and when you turn back, strengthen your brothers.”
 
We do not learn how to get out of a jam when someone else gets us out. We learn to get out ONLY when we try, fail, try, fail, try , fail and then succeed. Then and only then can we help strengthen others with the same power that the Lord has strengthened us. When people used to bail me out with money when I owed people, that didn’t teach me anything. It wasn’t until the faucet was shut off and only then did I have to start thinking and working for myself. It made me creative and disciplined never wanting to get back in that position again. If people had kept bailing me out I would have never learned how to do it.
The Lord has given us a great imagination. Use it to glorify Him, not ourselves. Use it to acquire things for the kingdom, not ourselves.
 
Let’s look again at prayer. Prayer protects us from the arrows of the evil one. Let me define protection in the definition the Lord uses.
 
We can pray for our children to be healthy and they could still die of cancer. We could pray for protection for our family when they are driving and something may still happen in an accident. So if prayer doesn’t stop horrible things from happening, WHY PRAY. This is what prayer will do:
 
PRAYER WILL PROTECT OUR MIND AND OUR SOUL FOR ETERNITY WHEN WE KNOW JESUS AS SAVIOR AND LORD OF OUR LIFE.
 
Whether we like it or not we all have to die a physical death from something. This life on earth is not our real life.
 
What prayer will do is keep us less stressed allowing God to be more in control than us at the helm. Since God created the universe, you and I and everything in it, why shouldn’t we give everything over to him. If we truly believed this why do we hang onto things? Pride, confusion, lack of prayer can play havoc with our decision making.
 
Satan is asking Jesus all the time what he can do to keep us from the goal. The goal is first of all for you and I to come to know Jesus as Savior and Lord of our life. When that is accomplished you are a child of God forever with heaven in your future and nothing can take that away. But, from the time you make that decision till the time the Lord calls you home
 
SATAN DOESN’T WANT YOU TO BE AN INFLUENCE TO ANY OTHERS.
 
Why? Because Satan wants these people in hell for eternity, not heaven. As a Christian you have the ability through the power of the Holy Spirit to lead others to eternity through Jesus Christ. That makes Satan furious. If you aren’t in a trial maybe you aren’t doing enough for the kingdom of God. The best thing we can do is be a target but be in prayer so our hearts won’t be troubled. 
 
GENUINE prayer will keep us close to Jesus. Will it keep our family and our jobs safe? Not necessarily. What our prayer will do is let Gods will be done for eternity. Lets not focus on the hear and now. Lead your life focused on eternity and Jesus. There is nothing on this earth that matters except salvation and evangelism. This life here is a staging ground for us to be saved and to lead as many others to Jesus as possible. 
 
If you are in a trail now, if you feel left out, if you feel the Lord has let you down, then PRAY. Prayer is nothing more than talking with the Lord as you and I would talk. Remember the Lord has never left your side no matter how lonely you feel. The longer we go without prayer the better the chance the evil one can get a foot hold in your life and make you miserable. When we are miserable it is tough to be an effective witness for Jesus.
 
If you feel lost, without hope, persecuted and tired, pray that the Lord would protect you from the evil one and restore your faith. When we take one step to Jesus he will take twenty to us. I have seen this in my own life time and time again. Don’t let the evil one make you think you are not worthy. REMEMBER, you are a child of THE King.
Have a great weekend and never go it alone.
Brad
