"Why Pray?"
Since God is all knowing, and his will, will be done why pray? 
 

First of all, when we think of time, it's not God's time as we think of time. 
 

2 Peter 3:8 "With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day."
 

So when we pray, God's will may be changed but not in the way we think of time. Abraham had asked God to spare the people of Sodom and Gomorrah. In Genesis 18:23-33 Abraham negotiates with God. He says that if he finds 50 righteous people will he save the city. God says yes. Then Abraham starts the negotiation what if 45... what if 40... what if, what if the whole way done to ten.. 
 

In the whole bible there is one passage where Jesus TELLS us how we should pray and it's the Lords prayer.
 

Matthew 6:9-13 "Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our debts as we have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one."
 

Our pray should start off acknowledging who God is. The creator and sustainer of not only the universe but life. Then it goes on to say we should ask for God's will to be done here on earth as it is done in heaven. Not OUR will but the Lord's will. "Give us this day our daily bread." It doesn't say give us bread for a year to come or give us money so we can shore up our bank account. It talks about today and today only. "Forgive us our debts as we have forgiven our debtors." This passage assumes that we have already forgiven those who have mistreated us. When we pray we should get rid of all bitterness and malice before coming to the Lord. Then the Lord ends with asking to not lead us into temptation and prays that God would keep us away from evil."
 

My prayers at times have treated God like an order taker. "Lord thank you for a good nights sleep and for my family NOW can I have this and can you work out this." God wants to hear our requests but not in a selfish motive.
 

I believe that in some way God's holds a board meeting with his angels. Give me some liberty here! 
 

Job 1:6 "One day the angels came to present themselves before the Lord."
 

I don't know how often this happens but they came to see God. I believe that if we could see the fifth dimension that we would be shocked to see all the angels and demons fighting for our souls and our protection.
 

Hebrews 1:14 "Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?" 
 

When we pray the heavenly hosts get direction from God to minister to us. Through Gods Holy Spirit when we pray unbelievable things happen. Yes, pray works. Why then can we pray for a month about a sick child and they still die? I don't know but I do know that this is not our real home. God uses tragedy and trials to bring others to him. As I have said before I think our view should be 
 

"Whoever gets to heaven first wins."
 

When we can view life like this we will be able to get rid of the things of this world that so easily entangles us. Only then will we be able to pray for God's will to be done. The more we get rid of self, the more we will desire the things of the Lord. 
Prayer is a mighty privilege and we need to pray whenever we have a free moment. Remember, God hears ever word. Prayer will change us and transform us to be like our heavenly father.
Have faith, God works EVERYTHING out for his glory and honor. What then should we fear? Nothing!
Take Care,
Brad
 

