"Why Do Bad Things Happen To God's People?"
The story about 5 year old Connor has many asking why! Why would a 5 year old get a brain tumor, have to have a tracheotomy and suffer in pain? Why would a whole first grade class die in an earthquake in Europe? Seeing those little caskets was gut wrenching. Why are little children stolen from their beds at night and despicable things happen to them? I can go on and on but the question is "Where is God" when all this is happening?
I know from experience and reading God's word that God is there when all this is happening so why does God allow this? 
 

THE SOLE REASON WE ARE HERE ON EARTH IS TO INHERIT SALVATION AND TO THEN LEAD OTHERS TO JESUS.
 

If we were not born we couldn't inherit salvation. Being born I also mean conceived. But when we are born we are born into a fallen world full of sin. Sin is also death and evil. God's uses events in people lives to give us a wake up call to keep us realizing that this is not our real home. Don't get to comfortable here on earth.
 

2 Corinthians 5:1-5 "Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built from human hands. Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, because when we are clothed, we will not be found naked. For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. Now it is God who has made us for this very purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come."
 

If you are a believer or a child then you know that God already has a place set up for you to live for eternity. Sometimes we become so comfortable in this life that we can't seem to fathom how good heaven is going to be. This becomes a real problem and a barrier between God and us. The less we hold onto the things of this world the more we will look forward to spending eternity with Jesus.
 

The apostle Paul says "while we are in this tent (our body), we groan and are burdened."
 

We groan with pain, disease and are burdened by the worries and cares of this life here on earth. But we choose to stay here because we are creatures of comfort. We don't want to be taken out of our comfort zone.
We can't see the big picture, ONLY God can and 2 Corinthians 5:7 says
 

 "We live by faith, not by sight".
 

Faith is all we have in Christ Jesus. We have to know from the bottom of our hearts that He loves us more than anything and the seemingly big problems we face here on earth will be nothing compared with the Glory we will experience in heaven.
 

WHOEVER GETS TO HEAVEN FIRST WINS.
 

When God gives us a child, a spouse, a job we immediately take possession of it and don't want to give it back. If we focus on the temporal we will view all of life that way. When we know that EVERYTHING we have is a temporary gift from God except salvation we will start to take one day at a time and be thankful for those people who come into our lives. We will be thankful for each breath and thankful that what may not seem right at the time is GOD'S PERFECT PLAN.
 

Why do bad things happen top God's people? If we focus on the temporal they do seem bad but if we focus on the eternal we can have comfort that by faith we know when we get to heaven none of this will be remembered and that all will be to the Glory of God. When I was 20, I thought 40 was a long way off. Now that I'm 47, 70 doesn't seem too old. This life passes by so quickly that we will all be seeing Jesus in the not to distant future. Are you ready? What we saw on earth as problems and pain where all those things that took us out of our comfort zone to help lead us and others to him. If all we have is here we are in trouble. But that is not all there is. Heaven is in your future for the believer and we need to want to be with Jesus more than here on earth. When we can let go of the things of this world and want to be with Jesus more, THEN and only then can we live a life that is free from the burdens of this life.
Keep praying for all those who have burdens. Pray that God would redirect your focus when you see a problem to ask him to see it from His view and not from ours.
I hope you all have a great week.
Brad
 

 

