“Why Aren’t Things Working”
Isaiah 1:19,20 “If you are willing and obedient, you will eat the best from the land; but if you resist and rebel, you will be devoured by the sword.”

In the days of Isaiah you couldn’t purchase a boat, a plane or a car. What you could purchase were necessities; one of whuch was food. What does it mean to be willing and obedient? Since God has given us a free will we can chose to follow God’s commands or we can choose to keep God at arms length. Once we are willing to accept Jesus as Savior and Lord of our life and have asked for is forgiveness then and only then can we be obedient. In this life it is impossible to be obedient without the Holy Spirit living within us. That is because in this life we will face trails of many kinds. To live an obedient life for Christ we need His supernatural power to overcome this world. 

If you would have known me before I was saved you would have seen a much different man. Since I dind’t know Jesus I was not convicted by the sin in my life. I tell my wife Julie about the things of did and both of us just say “Who was that man?” I believed in abortion, I believed in sex before marriage, I believed in half truths and I was as far from the Lord as anyone could get. Fortunantly the Lord was not far from me. I resisted and rebelled to the commands of the Lord for 38 years. One night when I was at the end of my rope Jesus sent an evangelist to share the gospel to me and that night my life was FOREVER changed. I asked the Lord into my life, I accepted who he was and what he did on the cross and I asked for forgiveness of my sins. I can’t tell you the change that came over me. It was immediate.

2 Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation, the old has gone, the new has come!”

Amen and Amen to that. I started to see things in a much differnet light. You see, when you accept Jesus into your life He sends his Holy Spirit to live inside of you. That is amazing isn’t it. That’s why we are changed, not because of anything we have done but because of the one who now lives inside of us.

I used to go to the bar every night and after a couple months that desire went away. I used to have sex without being married and now felt remorse for what I had done. I used to tell half truths and now I needed to be totally truthful. I am going to be very blunt with the description of obedience. Before I do I want to emphasize that I am not judging you because I was doing what everyone else was doing. I understand where you are.

If you are having sex outside of marriage the Lord WILL NOT bless you. If you are drinking and causing others to stumble because of this the Lord WILL NOT bless you. If you are telling half truths the Lord WILL NOT bless you. If you are putting material possessions or anything else before the Lord, the Lord WILL NOT bless you.

If you are being devoured by the sword and can’t find peace anywhere in your life then you may not be being obedient to the Lord. Just because everyone else may be drinking and having sex outside of marriage doesn’t make it right. Why aren’t things working? All it may take is a quick look in the mirror.  I am saying these things out of love because you haven’t been as bad as I have. I know how the Lord blessed me when I became obedient to him. Is it tough to do? Absoultely! Is it worth it? I shudder to think where I would be today if I had kept up my current lifestyle. Are you willing to be obedient to Jesus instead of the sinful things of this world? If not then look out! The pain you feel now will not let up. What will it take for you to “Cry Uncle?”

I have seen friends lately that have come under tremendous pressure with no end in sight. But thank the Lord that this is where God wants us so that we can say “OK Lord I can’t take it anymore, please take over my life and I will live for you and you alone.”

Where are you today? Are you willing and obedient or are you resisting and rebelling? You can come to Jesus just as you are. You don’t need to clean up your act to have Jesus come into your life. No matter where you are, no mattter what you have done, Jesus not only forgives but he FORGETS when we come to him with a repentant heart. Make this the day you stop letting the evil one control your life. Make this the day you start living in peace and freedom.

Pray and then pray some more for guidance, forgiveness and hope.

Take Care

Brad

