Why Am I Complacent?

This past week in our Sunday school class the teacher asked, “If you saw Jesus face to face would it make any difference in the way we would live our lives?” I would have to say that the more I thought about this the more intriguing it got. If I was in my room alone and all of a sudden Jesus appeared to me and started a conversation I would be awe struck. I would have so many questions. I would want to know so much more about him. I would ask him about my loved ones in heaven. Of course, my encounter with Jesus I know would drastically transform me. If he appeared to everyone would I have the same passion? I’m not sure. But I do know that if I spent a few moments seeing and touching Jesus my life would probably change in a couple ways.

1. I would probably change professions and stand outside Target near my house and preach of what I had seen. I would know that NOTHING else is as important as coming to a saving knowledge of Jesus. 

2. My prayer life would definitely be different because I have seen and talked to the one I’m praying too. 
3. I have seen the miracle of Jesus appearing and then leaving. 
4. I HAVE SEEN JESUS. 
Do you know who I sound like? Yes, I sound like Thomas. When Jesus was crucified and died, before he was raised from the dead the disciples ran like scarred rabbits. Their faith was in jeopardy, it wasn’t until they saw Jesus face to face that they believed and understood. Those who saw him would never be the same and these are the people who started sharing the gospel of life and resurrection.

BUT Jesus says to Thomas in:

John 20:29 “Because you have seen me you have believed, blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

If I were to look back over my life I could write a book on all that Jesus has done for me. I have not seen Jesus in a material form but I have seen the wonders and the results of Jesus work not only in my life but the lives of many of you. So my life shouldn’t be different if I see Jesus or not as Jesus says “blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

THAT IS FAITH!

Am I waiting for Jesus to appear to me for me to give up the things that hold me down to really get to work for the Lord? If I were to really think about it I have seen Jesus. I see Jesus in creation, the miracle of the birth of our two boys, the miracle of answered prayer, the miracle of everyday life. Why am I complacent? Even those who saw the miracles of Jesus, some of those did not believe in him. Since the evil one of this world does not want us to be an effective witness for Jesus he will try to distract us in many ways. He will try to get us to think that our job is more important than Jesus and our family. He will try to distract us with THINGS. You know about things, the car, the boat, the vacation, the new home, the new__________. Most of those things we end up giving away to Goodwill. In the meantime those things have robbed us of our time with our family and Jesus.

The real key to living a Godly life is to SIMPLIFY our lives. We all have too much stuff. Just look at our garages, at least my garage. If you were to get the news today that one of your family members were seriously ill NONE of that stuff would matter. By praying, reflecting on what God has done for us and the things we have seen him do we really have seen Jesus. 

Hebrews 12:1,2 “....let us throw of everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus the author and perfector of our faith....”

The book of Hebrews tells us to not only get rid of it but to THROW off everything that hinders our walk. What is hindering your walk with Jesus that you need to throw off? Complacency doesn’t usually happen in a day. Complacency usually happens over a period of time. The good news is that Jesus can forgive and renew our Spirit when we come to him with a repentant and open heart. Let us live our life as if we have seen Jesus. I am telling you that if we can then the whole world will hear about Jesus.

Have a great and joyful day.

Brad

