"Whoever Gets To Heaven First Wins!"
Yesterday a friend of mine had his tailbone surgically removed because he had cancer of the spine. He was given a 0% chance to live if he did not get the operation. He has now been given a 20% chance. He has had cancer in his intestines and for the past 5 years has been in a lot of pain.
We have had prayer requests for young children who have been diagnosed with very aggressive forms of cancer. This cancer has wracked their little bodies and has affected not only them but their families and loved ones.
We have children who have been kidnapped sometimes never to be found again. If you are a parent you will understand that there is probably no other pain more dreadful than this.
We have in this world Christian Missionaries suffering for the faith. I'm not talking just emotional suffering but they are being beaten and sometimes killed because they proclaim that Jesus is Lord.
My mother’s parents were killed when she was eight leaving six children the next morning as orphans all going to different households never to be a family again.
We have seen mass graves in Iraq. People have been executed because of their beliefs.
A man kills his wife and unborn child and both wash up on shore separately.
 

When we view this world and the things in it why don't we just give up? Why suffer the pain that this world brings?
 

There is only ONE answer to this question. The answer is "Whoever gets to heaven first wins."
 

The only way for us to view this statement as correct is that we have to understand what this life is and what heaven is. 
 

James 1:2-4 "Consider it pure joy my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything,"
 

I have had many times of trial and tragedy in my life. If this had been for a short time I may not have accepted Jesus. These trials went on for over 25 years of my life. Each day I would ask why? I would say "I don't know how much longer I can take this." I had a friend yesterday come over and he has known me for a long time. He also knows about my past and all that the Lord brought me through. He said, "I'm surprised that with all that went on with you that you didn't kill yourself." The only reason I didn't kill myself at the time was certainly God's grace but for me I didn't want to cause pain to my mother and brother. NOTHING I had done gave me fulfillment. I was at the end of my rope with no options left.
The Lord had to get me to a point in my life where I cried "uncle." How many times have you played that game as a kid and would never say uncle because you didn't want to give in. It took me 25 years to give in. But when I came to that point in my life where I knew that this world didn't revolve around me I had a chance to make a change. The book of Revelation in the bible talks about heaven and who will get in.
 

Revelation "21:27 "Nothing impure will enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life."
 

What is the Lamb's book of life? The Lambs book of life is a registration of people who have accepted Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord. It is a book of the Heavenly Elect.
 

Let's get back to the first part of the message. How do we live a joyful life in an ungodly, sinful world? We have to look past this world, love not anything in it and understand what heaven is like.
 

John 14:2-4 "In my father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you will also be where I am. You know the way to the place where I am going."
 

Heaven is going to be an awesome place. No more sorrow, death or disease. No more bills, politics or strife. You have to believe that heaven is a real and awesome place in order for you to get through this world with Joy. We don't belong here. We are not citizens of this world but citizens of heaven who are Christians. 
 

SINCE HEAVEN IS OUR FINAL DESTINATION IF WE ARE A CHRISTIAN SHOULDN'T WE WANT TO GO THERE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE?
 

What is holding you back? Is it your family, job, house, possession's or feel that you've got more to accomplish? Jesus can handle all of these things without us. That's why the bible said not to love anything in the world. Do you have this perspective in your heart? If not, you need to pray, read God's word and have fellowship with other believers who have this mindset.
 

In the above passage Jesus says "You know the way to the place I am going." Do you know the way? It's very simple because Jesus did all the work.
 

Romans 10:13 "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." 
 

EVERYONE! How do we call on the name of the Lord? We need to ask Jesus for forgiveness of our sins, we need to acknowledge who he is, that Jesus was 100% man and 100% God. We need to confess with our mouths that we believe that he lived and died on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins and to purchase a place in heaven for us. We need to ask Jesus to come into our lives and take control and help us turn from the sinful things we used to do to the things that please him. When you have prayed this prayer you are in the Lambs book of life; eternal life were a glorious future awaits. If you haven't done so make this the day. If you know a loved one who hasn't made that decision please pass this along.
Remember that we will face trials of many kinds, but these trials will strengthen out faith when we put our faith in the Lord and focus on Jesus and heaven. Look forward to heaven, trust in Jesus and you will have joy in this life no matter what may come your way.
Have a great day. Rejoice, He is alive!
Brad
 

 

