Who Is Your Boogey Man?

Nighttime can bring out a lot of anxiety. When I was camping out in Pennsylvania when I was young there was always that fear of something coming into the tent and dragging you away. (I have a wild imagination). When it was daylight there was no problem but when the sun went down look out! A bird chirping sounding like a lion. A stick breaking sounded like a mass murderer stalking us. Darkness seems to bring up all kinds of wild thoughts.

I was probably 14 and my brother 11 and we had a friend sleeping over. Late at night my mom dressed up in a sheet and threw something at the window to make us look out. All we saw in the back yard was a ghost running along the lawn. YIKES that was bad. No wonder I shut the curtains at night. What is it that if you hide under the covers nothing can harm you?? OH, the things we do in the darkness.

John 12:35-36 “You are going to have the light just a little while longer. Walk while you have the light before darkness overtakes you. The man who walks in the dark does not know where he is going. Put your trust in the light while you have it, so that you may become sons of the light.”

If you are walking in the woods in the daytime not only can you walk fast but you could probably run. When nighttime falls not only do you have to slow down but at times you would have to come to a complete stop. Those of you who do not have a personal relationship with Jesus are still walking in the darkness. Satan is called the Prince of Darkness. The darkness hides evil but the light EXPOSES IT. The bars around the world don’t get going till 10:00pm and close late at night. This is when the evil one is most active. The darkness draws out those who feel more comfortable in the dark than they do in the light. Most people don’t want to be exposed and stay in the dark. 

Jesus is the only one who can lead you from the dark to the light. BUT you have to be willing to reach out your hand to have him lead you to the way. The darkness is full of envy, strife, arrogance, pride, idolatry, sexual immorality and perversions of many kinds. The light is pure, honorable, trustworthy and revealing. If you are in the dark YOU KNOW what is holding you back. If you are tired and know you are in a dead end then Jesus is there with his hands outstretched waiting for you to ask for his help in leading you to the light. 

THE CHOICE IS YOURS.

Are you ready for the light or are you still thinking that there is more to do in the darkness?

OK, so who is your boogey man? Is it your boss, your spouse, your debt, your past, your future, your health or is it something unknown. I am her to tell you today 

THAT ONCE THE LIGHT SHINES THERE IS NO MORE BOOGEY MAN. 

Jesus created your boss, your spouse, your past, future and what your health is to be. The darkness will stir your imagination tell you are in a frenzy and a nervous wreck. Why not go to the one who IS IN CONTROL OF ALL THINGS. Jesus is the light of the world. Jesus is freedom, not bondage. Are you ready to expose your fears for what they are? They are nothing when exposed to the light; they are everything when hidden in darkness. Pray that today you would get a fresh start by bringing up all you fears into the hands of Jesus. Once you see things in the light for what they really are you will worry no more. Jesus is Lord and Jesus is the creator, healer, protector and redeemer. Don’t live in the dark anymore. Pray that the Lord would guide you out of the darkness into the light. THEN and only then will you be able to lead a spirit filled joyful life. Then you can say Boogey man bring it on!!
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All Alone

Have you ever felt all alone in the middle of a huge crowd? Why is that? You would think that so many people to talk to wouldn’t you be able to talk with at least one? Being alone doesn’t so much have to do with the number of people around you as it has to do with what you feel you are worth.

This world tells us that we are worth a lot when we own many THINGS, when we acquire status, prestige and power. As many of you know by now THINGS are just a band aid for something much deeper that we need. THINGS temporarily take our mind off the pain of emptiness but inevitably we go back to this endless cycle of acquiring (whether possessions or status) and back again when the emptiness comes back.

IN EACH OF US HAS AN EMPTY PLACE THAT CAN ONLY BE FILLED BY JESUS.

No matter what we try to put in that hole unless it is Jesus himself it will never work. That is why we can feel empty with 1,000 people around.

John 16:32 “But a time is coming, and has come, when you will be scattered, each to his own home. You will leave me all alone. Yet I am not alone, for my Father is with me.

Jesus was coming to the end of his earthly ministry. He had spent over three years with his disciples. They saw many miracles and had preformed many miracles in Jesus name. You would think that they had got it. BUT, when the guards came to take Jesus away in the Garden they all scattered. Peter trailed behind at a safe distance but still disowned Jesus three times. How would you like to spend three years with a band of brothers or sisters and when things got tough they all packed up and went away? EMPTINESS and sorrow would probably be two strong emotions that you would feel.

Jesus knew that they would scatter BUT Jesus also knew that He would NEVER be alone. Why? Because his Father would always be with him. The same thing applies to us today. Even though we may feel lonely, empty, persecuted, left out in the cold, betrayed we can take solace in the fact that the Lord will NEVER leave us or forsake us.

If your security is in, family, friends, possessions, food, a job, children or money you are building trust upon a foundation THAT WILL ALWAYS CRUMBLE. The only security is Jesus and He is the only one who can fill that emptiness that you have been trying to fill with other THINGS.

Jesus knows how you feel. He was left empty BUT he knew where his strength was. He can sympathize with you because he has been there. The next time you feel lonely or about to give up REMEMBER “Yet I am not alone because my Father is with me.”

Don’t let the evil one of this world tell you that you are nothing, that you cannot get the job done, that you will never amount to anything. God does not make junk and HE DOES NOT MAKE A MISTAKE. You have been made perfect in His sight. Now it is up to you to find out your goal, passion and purpose. Each of us has one and is different for everyone. Don’t try to be like the person across the street or the boss whose job you may want. 

YOUR ONLY ROLE MODEL AND HERO SHOULD BE JESUS.

Stop today and reflect on your life of who and what you are putting your faith and trust in. Anything other than Jesus is like trying to hold onto a hand full of oil. It will always slip through your fingers till there is nothing but residue left. Don't let the residue of past hurts and defeats get you down. When you trust in Jesus you will NEVER BE ALONE, NEVER.

Have a great day.
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