“Who Is Stealing Your Peace?”

Titus 2:15 “.......Do not let anyone despise you.”

In other words the apostle Paul writes that don’t give anyone ammunition to despise you. In this life no matter how much good we do for others, no matter how kind and generous we are to some people it WILL NEVER BE ENOUGH. I was speaking to a good friend last night who is an assistant principal at a high school. He said that sometimes parents will call him up and actually threaten him. Now I know this man to be a Godly man and a gentle servant of God. I know that it isn’t he who is provoking but just the opposite. If I was in his position and someone threatened me I would be like Barney Fife in Mayberry. I would be hiding under my desk and have already called 911 with the Swat team on stand by. Here is a man doing all the right things, being a godly husband, father and follower of Christ and this still happens to him. Why?

We live in a sinful fallen world where evil is free to reign. I say free to reign in those where either the Holy Spirit has not been invited in or those who have the Holy Spirit but have quenched it with sin. Paul is saying in this verse that we cannot control what others think about us but we can live a life that doesn’t put fuel on the fire of strife, animosity and jealousy. People who are controlled by the evil one are always looking for a fight and looking to make others miserable. 

The question is WHO DO YOU BELONG TO?

If you belong to the world then you have no tools to fight with. If you belong to Jesus a number of things happen IF YOU LET THEM.

Jesus died on a cross to set you free and for all those who believe in him to inherit eternal life. We have an awesome Sunday school class at our church and last night we were talking about listening to God. Yes God still speaks to us today as he spoke to the Israelites over 2000 years ago. Sometimes it may be audible and sometimes you know it in your spirit.  We were talking that we need to be more quiet and listen to God instead of rushing here and there and miss opportunities to do what God wants us to do. Do you want to do what God wants you to do or what man wants you to do? If what God wants you to do you need to slow down enough to listen, mediate upon God’s word and pray. When God sees that you want to talk with him you will be amazed how your life will change. There is a supernatural life you can have in today’s world. It is not some hokey pokey theology it is Jesus, Alpha and Omega beginning and end, the giver of all life eternal.

The day always has trials with some more than others. BUT God’s grace is sufficient. 

IF YOU TRY TO PLEASE MAN YOU WILL ALWAYS BE DISSAPOINTED. If you try to please God out of thankfulness for what he has done for you, your life will change. You will stop worrying what people think of you. This is a huge burden to many but remember that the person you are having trouble with God created. Since God created them he can do whatever it takes to protect you. Don't’ rely on crafty sayings, playing politics or giving gifts to win someone over. Be kind, compassionate and don’t give them a reason to despise you NO MATTER WHAT THEY DO. If you stand up under persecution for the sake of Jesus the battle is on. It is not your fight but the Lord’s and I would NEVER want to battle against God.

So who is stealing your peace, YOU ARE!

When someone gets to you it is because you have ALLOWED THEM TO. Start today by letting God be God. Be kind, compassionate and forgiving and then let God take over. Don’t stay awake at night worrying who did this and who did that and why? The only thing in this life we should worry about is leading others to Jesus. Are we doing our part to further the kingdom of God? Are we being an effective witness for Jesus? Are your actions and words displaying the truth that the true God lives inside of you? If not then pray that God would reveal to you what you need to do to make things right.

Jesus paid too high a price for you to be miserable. PLEASE remember that. Rely upon the Lord and the rest will take care of itself.

Have a great day.

Brad

