“Who Is God?”
Enclosed is a devotional from last August. I am currently putting over 600 devotionals on a website that will be ready to view next week. All you would have to do is click on the title of a particular devotional and then you can read that devotional. The website is www.whoevergetstoheavenfirstwins.com or www.wgthfw.com. I will let you know when it is up and running. You will be able to access devotionals from 4 years back. It will also be a great witness tool as you can direct other people to the site.

Do you view God as a God that is waiting for you to slip up so he can drop the other foot or do you view God as a God of Mercy and Grace? The truth is that God is a little of both. OK, before you get all out of sorts, let me explain what the world expects from us and what the bible says about what God wants from us.

The world wants us to work 70 hour weeks at the expense of family over business. Make a good life for your family and generations to come by giving them a secure future of money in the bank. If you were to take a poll you would find that most kids growing up do better without having money handed to them than those who have it all given to them. If a lion always fed its cubs and never taught them to hunt they would never know how to live on their own and they would die. It is tough to bring children up and withhold money. But like the lion and cub they have to learn to go out and fend for themselves. If they know they can always come back to the den for food or the home for money what does that teach them. NOTHING! In order to be creative and think for yourself we need to at some point in our life have the faucet of money shut off. Painful, yes, but necessary.

OK, so the flow of money from out family is shut off and now we go out into the world. Our world views success as what you wear, what you drive, what kind of home you live in, what kind of school your kids go to and what kind of_____________________ and on and on and on. I know people who don’t look like they have a dime and are millionaires. I also know people who look like millionaires and aren’t worth a dime, actually they are in debt. 

So first of all we have to quit working for the world and work for the Lord. 

The world loves us for our last deal. The saying “What have you done for me lately?” is now more true than ever. That is why it’s never enough.

So what does God want of us? The greatest commandment Jesus says is found in 

Matthew 22:37 “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment.”

How many of us are consumed with fear of our job, our success, our status and our retirement? The bible says and I have found out through experience that God is in control of ALL TINGS. No matter how crafty, how hard we work, how political we play the game, if God wants you to have something you will get it. If he wants to keep it from you working 100 hours a week and playing all the political games will never be enough,

Now that we know who is in control what do we do? We need to work the hardest we can with the best of the abilities that the Lord has given us. That is our part. BUT before we do that we need to love the Lord with all our heart, soul and mind. 

If you were to start today by reading Gods word and praying and asking for God to humble you He will. Brokenness and humbleness are necessary for us to follow Jesus. We can’t follow when we are not humble or arrogant. Lets say your focus is on acquiring things. Once you start loving the Lord with all your heart, soul and mind then and only then will your perception of the things of this world change. It is tough to love the Lord and still want to keep acquiring. Let me make this clear, God desires that we have nice things, BUT not at the expense of putting Him in second place.

If I would have had money when I was in my late twenties and early thirties I would probably be dead by now. God protected me from myself. 

The only way to get off the acquiring, performance mode is to love Jesus with all your heart, soul and mind. 

Remember, the Christian walk is a marathon, not a sprint. Start by praying and reading Gods word. Ask the Lord to help you in whatever area you are struggling with.

Wouldn’t it be nice not to owe anyone and be debt free? Jesus paid a horrible price for us so we could not be slaves of sin. Don’t let the world and the evil one entrap you into thinking success is in things. True success is in knowing Jesus.

Take Care

Brad

