“Where’s The Chicken?”

There is a great T Shirt that says

“I have ADD

Some people just don’t understand

Where’s the chicken?”

ADDDDDDD is a total disconnect from reality. Now that is something I can talk about! Probably half my family and relatives could talk about this too. My cousin had a friend who had a family member recently pass away. She purchased a card to send to her to express her sympathy. She signed the card and before she sealed the envelope something told her to read the card again. She looked down and was horrified to see that the card said “I’m sorry for the loss of your pet”. YIKES and double YIKES!!!!! How would you like to have gotten that one in the mail? Better yet how would you like to have been the one sending it. Cousin Sue and I are both ADDDD to the max and we struggle to listen. If I’m not captured by what someone says in the first 10 seconds then chances are I’m off on an African safari.  

Sometimes this happens when I’m talking to God through prayer or just trying to listen to God.

Some of you may be saying “I have never heard or spoke to God”. Others may say “How do I know what God sounds like?” “”How do I know he is speaking to me?” Now in a world such as ours where we usually get up and hit the ground running, there isn’t much time to be quiet before the Lord. Now God may speak to us through prayer, His word, worship and by other people that God uses in your life. The more important I feel I am the less I hear from God. The more I realize that NO GOOD thing can be done in me unless it is from God the more I hear from God. 

James 4:6 “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 

Sometimes when I’m praying I can be talking to God and the next minute I’m deep in a conversation for a business meeting. I think how did I get here? Focus! What is important? Apparently my wandering imagination was more important than talking with God. I don’t care how scattered each of us may be we all the ability to stay focused “IF THAT IS WHAT WE WANT.” Do you want to know the creator of the universe or do you want to talk to God as someone you just met? We need to be in such awesome wonder of God that our attention is totally focused on Him and Him alone. If our prayers need to be cut down to two minutes instead of 20 because of our concentration then that is what we should do. Have you ever been in a conversation and someone asked you a question about it and you had no clue? Most people have a hard time remembering names because they never truly heard the name in the first place. Let us take our prayer time more seriously. Not in a legalistic way but as a huge opportunity to get to know our creator. I guarantee that if you had 10 minutes with the President of your country your mind would not wander. You would be hanging on ever word. How is it that we can drift when we speak to the creator of the President of our country?

GOD SPEAKS TO US EVERYDAY.

Yes he does. Sometimes we put it off as a coincidence, intuition or conscience. We need to slow down our lives enough to listen. That means truing off all devices and getting in a quiet place. God can still talk to you going down the road with the music blaring but when we get in a quiet place we are submitting to God in a servant’s spirit. We are much more able to react when God speaks to us in stillness than in chaos. Jesus went many times ‘TO A SOLITARY PLACE”  to pray. How much more should we do the same?

I know most of us like our sleep but our days are usually filled to the brim. If you get up 30 minutes earlier, use that 30 minutes for God, not to get more stuff done for you. Be open to God and what he has to say. Don’t go into prayer with some preconceived notion of what God wants. I have found out that when the alarm goes off I can talk myself out of getting up. “I got to bed too late”, I will be tired if I get up now”, I can speak with God in the car on the way to work.” No, No, No!.

When I get up and put my day before the Lord He actually gives me more energy to get through the day. As I have said before, when you take one step towards God he takes 20 steps to you. I have seen this time and time again. You may have to go to bed a little earlier but what a blessing it is to be quiet in the morning before the Lord. 

Training for another Ironman has given me a renewed focus on commitment. I see what consistency does in training. It is truly amazing how the body adapts when training is done on a consistent basis. This is true in reading Gods word. When done on a consistent basis not out of duty but out of wonder, amazement and love GREAT THINGS WILL HAPPEN. We are in a race of a marathon, NOT A SPRINT. Take one day at a time and don’t look too far down the road. Someday you may fee like you can only go one step at a time and THAT IS OK.  

GOD WANTS US TO DEPEND ON HIM AND NOT OURSELVES OR OTHERS 

Pray that you would be able to put God first by getting up in the morning a little earlier than usual. Pray then read God’s word. God will hear and God will answer. The Lord talks about the sheep knowing the voice of the shepard. Do you know the difference between the Shepard’s voice and the voice of the deceiver? You can when you know who God is.

Have a great day, listen, focus and pray for guidance.

Take care

Brad

