"Where Does It Start?"
I have just started going through a book with a friend of mine named “The Purpose Driven Life” by Rick Warren. The book is a 40 day lesson on how we can figure out what our purpose is here on earth. The first sentence hit me right between the eyes:
 

“It’s not about you.”
 

Ouch to that. Most of the troubles in my life and I’m sure yours is when it’s ALL about us.  When I feel tired and I think I DESERVE something, I think I deserve a pat on the back, a thank you or whatever my mind can conjure up what I’m really saying is that I’m the most important person in the world to me. Yes God is out there and knows what going on, but God is still out there. The second sentence that got me was
 

“You may choose your career, your spouse, your hobbies, and many other parts of your life, but you don’t get to choose your purpose.”
 

I would say, “Oh yes I do, just watch me”.
 

Proverbs 16:9 “In his heart a man plans his course, but the Lord determines his steps.”
 

So now I have come to some realization that the world doesn’t revolve around me and no matter how hard I try to make things happen the Lord’s will WILL be done no matter how crafty I am or how hard I work. Now that is an interesting point. No matter how hard I work. We are taught in life from an early age that “No Pain No Gain”. Effort, effort, effort, it isn’t good to just be 100% now it’s 110%, better than perfect. Where does that come from? It comes from “It’s all about me?” Don’t let me down; don’t let me look like a fool. Your success determines how I am viewed in this world and on and on and on. Where does it stop?
 

Instead of trying to stop the merry go round of life which has no turn off switch we need to ask “where does it start?”
 

Jesus knew us even before we were born. Hard to believe, but true. 
 

He made each one of us perfect. You see, God looks at the heart, not the outward trappings of clothes, homes, bank accounts, cars and THINGS. It’s all about the heart.
 

My heart needs changed. I have given the Lord credit but I have not given him ALL the credit. If I did, when I would take time off with my family I would be there. I have become so accustomed to working hard that I sometimes view security for my family as money in the bank. The more I work and the more I have stored up for my family if I die then they will be OK. When my dad died he left enough money for our education. If he had left more I would probably be dead by now. I would have used that money to party and lead a life that had no meaning. The best thing that happened to me was when the money ran out. Oh, it hurt at the beginning but I was forced to think for myself. I had no security blanket left. The worst thing we can do for our friends and children is to keep giving them a safety net; we need to let them fall. Have you ever thought you may be getting in the way of God’s plan?
In order for us not to think the center of the universe revolves around us we need to do a number of things.
 

1. Pray that the Lord would give you wisdom and a pure heart to think of Jesus and others more than yourself. 

2. Read God’s word daily and think about what you read. Just to read a passage and then run off to whatever you and I do is futile. If God is in control, shouldn’t we let him be in control? Start believing it. 

3. Trust in Him, Trust, Trust, Trust 

4. Get rid of self. Think of others and what you can do for them without thinking that you and I deserve a reward for our actions. Ouch Again! 

5. Get together with other like minded Christians who can keep you accountable to the purpose of living for the Lord, not ourselves. 

6. Pray, pray, pray. 

 

When you go to a cemetery and look at all the tombstones one thing rings out; there is nothing more that they can do. What do you need to do today to make things right not only with Jesus but with your family, fiends and co workers? Let God be in control. Give it up no matter what your safety net is. God should be our only safety net, not possessions, family or a job.
 

Trust in Him today.
Take Care
Brad
