"When Is It Enough?"
I just got back from New York City and I have to say that there are other places I prefer more. From the time you get off the airplane till the time you get back on it the schedule is always hectic. People go at a frantic pace. Cab drivers have to have one of the most stressful jobs. Go, Go, Go, stop, and then start all over again. I once had a cab driver who hit another cab. He got out picked up his rear bumper put it in the trunk and we sped off again. Honk the horn, GO, and honk the horn again.
I see executives walking at a blistering pace only to wait for an elevator or just get where they are going so they can wait. I hardly ever saw anyone look up. The sky could have been falling and they wouldn't have known till it hit them. You can tell the tourists. They are the ones who almost get run over and are always looking up and pointing at some building. They are also the only ones with a smile on their face. Go, Go, Go, Go, Go, Go, Go! When does it end? Ever felt that way?
I love the book of Ecclesiastes. Ecclesiastes was written by King Solomon who was King David's son. Solomon had it all.
 

1 Kings 10:14 "The weight of the gold that Solomon received yearly was 666 talents...."
 

1 Talent equals 75 pounds. In today's market let’s say Gold is trading at 200 dollars an ounce.
16 ounces to a pound would be $ 3,200 dollars per pound or $ 240,000 dollars per talent.
666 Talents would be equal to roughly 160 million per year in just gold. Take inflation into account and that is quite staggering.
Solomon also owned a Fleet of Trading Ships, 1,400 chariots and 12,000 horses imported from Egypt. Also Solomon had 700 wives and 300 concubines.
 

The Lord had given Solomon all of this and the only thing the Lord had asked of him was
 

1 Kings 11:10 "Although he had forbidden Solomon to follow other gods, Solomon did not keep the Lords commands.
 

1 Kings 11:3 "..and his wives led him astray." He had married other wives from foreign lands who worshipped other God's.
 

Solomon had everything, at least in the world's eyes. He had wealth, power and women and a lot of each. Now to the book of Ecclesiastes. Solomon writes this book in the Old Testament to talk about what his life meant after all that he had experienced and this is what he has to say.
 

Ecclesiastes 5:10 "Whoever loves money never has money enough: whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his income. This too is meaningless.
 

Ecclesiastes 12:8 "Meaningless! Meaningless!" says the Teacher. "Everything is meaningless!"
 

Now here is a man who had EVERYTHING and what does he have to say about the matter. IT'S Meaningless. So I ask you when is it enough? What are you doing now that will further the kingdom of God. If you are building into your family time, love, commitment, effort and priority then you are building a firm foundation. If you are building your 401(K) , your business, or whatever _____________may be instead of your family then you are building a foundation on sand that will wash away. Have you ever seen a hearse pull a U-Haul? There will be a point when you and I take our last breath. At that moment you won't be thinking about the loose ends at the office you will be thinking about those closest to you. 
 

What are you doing today to those closest to you? Are you encouraging them to be closer or are you showing them that they are second best. This one was a hard one for me to learn. When I realized that the Lord was the only one giving us our clients and not my crafty ability then I was able to let a lot of stress go. I have a lot to work on but I have come to know for certain that I am NOTHING without God behind it.
 

Solomon found out the same thing. This is what he finishes saying at the end of the book.
 

Ecclesiastes 12:13 "...here is the conclusion of the matter. Fear God and keep his commandments for this is the whole duty of man."
 

When you have a healthy fear of the Lord you won't cheat or lie. You won't tell half truths, you won't be prideful and think you are the only game in town. 
 

Here is the most important Commandment that Jesus says in:
 

Mark 12:29-31 "The most important one answered Jesus, is this: Hear O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength. The second is this love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these."
 

When you can LOVE the Lord with ALL your heart, soul, mind and strength, you will not have the time or the thought process to think of evil scheming things. You will look at helping other's instead of helping yourself. I have been very fortunate to have the Lord save me. I was 38 years old when I made that decision but up until then my life was like Solomon's, not the money part but certainly a search for fulfillment. 
If you are still searching then the Lord is the only one who can make you full and where you can finally sit back and say NOW I have enough.
Have a great weekend and encourage someone today.
Take care
Brad
 

