Whats Your Problem

We ALL have days, don’t we? Sometimes we forget that other people have some of those days we have. It is so easy to get aggravated by someone who either calls you a name, cuts you off in traffic, does a underhanded thing to you or is just plain mad at you and the world. But let’s get to a more important issue. When someone gets mad at you or does any of these things to you IT IS NOT YOU who is the one they are angry at. It is themselves. Yes themselves. We are truly products of our environment. How can we expect a child who has been physically, emotionally or sexually abused to be normal? How can we expect someone who has lost a loved one, been divorced or lost a child to think clearly? EVERYONE HAS A PAST, EVERYONE. Instead of firing back with something that may be hurtful start giving people the benefit of the doubt. Isn’t that what Jesus did for us?

You see, even when we were deep in sin and didn’t believe in God Jesus died for us so that all those who believe in him will have eternal life. Jesus didn’t say “If you are kind to me and I will think of saving you. You do this for me and I may think of saving you.”

NO, JESUS SAVED US EVEN THOUGH WE WERE SINNERS.

So, when we start judging people even though Jesus has forgiven all the bad we have done we are discounting what Jesus did on the cross. How can Jesus forgive us and then we don’t forgive others? 

Matthew 18:23-35 talks about a man who owed his master a lot of money. He fell to the master’s feet and begged him to forgive his debt. The master forgave him. The servant went home and someone else owed him money. Even though it was a small amount he treated this man horribly and had him thrown in prison fro not repaying his debt. When the master found this out he then had the servant he forgave put in jail.

Matthew 18:32 “You wicked servant, he said, I cancelled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?

Matthew 18:35 “This is how my heavenly father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart.”

You can’t have it both ways. You can’t ask Jesus for forgiveness and then not forgive others. Jesus will then not forgive you. The next time someone does something that you feel is demeaning or unjustified try to understand that it probably isn’t you but the pain of something this person has never dealt with. Insecurity, loss, pain and abuse harden the heart and make it difficult to love and be kind. Pray each day that you would be able to take ridicule that may not be justified so that you can share the love of Jesus with others. When we strike back with venom from what someone has done to us, how is that showing the love of the Lord in our lives?

REMEMBER Jesus forgave us when we were DEEP in sin. How much more should we forgive those who may be going through something so painful we can’t even imagine?

Pray that all the words from your mouth and your actions would reflect Jesus in your life.

Have a great day.
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