"What's Love Anyway?"
I have somehow always struggled with the concept of love. There are songs that talk about "Looking for love in all the wrong places", I was there 38 years of my life; "What's love but a second hand emotion", "Don't you need somebody to love",  "Love Stinks" and I could go on and on. We can say I love my house, my job, golf, Seinfeld, but when we say "I love you", then we start to tread on uneven territory. Do you love that person or are you infatuated with them? Do you love them for what they can do for you? Do you love them because you are insecure and you need somebody to love?
 

The apostle Paul knows a little bit about love. He said that he loved Jesus but then denied him 3 times. He spent the rest of his life preaching the gospel of Jesus and leading others to our Lord. Peter had a hot temper but the Lord used Peter in many miraculous ways. 
 

1 Peter 4:8 "Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins."
 

OK, if I had read this passage only I still would be thinking the wrong definition of love. I will love you based upon certain conditions. Do you love me first? Are you kind to me? What can you do for me? 
 

FORTUNATELY the true definition of love is not in Webster's Dictionary but in the Bible. This verse is said a lot in marriage vows but it wasn't until I prayed and asked the Lord to show me how to love that love finally made sense.
 

1 Corinthians 13:4-7 "Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres."
 

WOW!!!!!
 

Now I can see where I went wrong. "Love is patient". Right off the bat here was strike one. Patience is one of my faults. My wife said to me that instead of doing all the things around the house she would rather have my undivided attention when she talks to me. She is right. When Julie started to say something and I think I know the answer I start to think about something else. Multi Tasked in business is good, not when listening to others. What does that say when we drift off? Other things are more important.
Besides the Lord, my wife is the most important person in my life and then my children. Maybe doctors teach patience by being a patient. Every wonder the similarity of the names patient and patience?? Waiting 45 minutes to see anyone will teach you patience! I have prayed for discipline and focus on this and while I need more work on patience the Lord is working. Amen to that.
 

"Love is kind". Ouch, there are times when I'm not kind. I get in a selfish mode and it's me, me, me. To be kind we need to take self out of the picture.
 

"It does not envy". Envy is like a cancer. The root is deep in your soul and there are other issues that make envy an ugly monster. To combat this we need to have the Lord as our Savior, we need to pray and ask the Lord to cleanse us from all sins and for him to help us be content with what we have, not with what we think we want. In this life if we are in the acquiring mode, "IT WILL NEVER BE ENOUGH."
 

"It does not boast". Let the Lord take the credit in ALL circumstances. The Lord has given you and me talents. We can choose to use them but it still comes from the Lord.
 

1 Corinthians 10:17 "Let him who boasts, boast in the Lord."
 

"It is not proud". Have pride in what the Lord has done in your life but don't be prideful. Remember, without the Lord we are nothing! Pride can keep many a husband and wife apart. Husbands, take the lead and admit your guilt and faults. Lift up and encourage your wives no matter what you may think.
 

"It is not rude". How is it that sometimes we can be the rudest to the people we are closest to? Rudeness also comes form a deep seated pride. "How dare you talk to me like that, don't you know who I am?" Pray that the Lord would cleanse you from this evil and to help control your tongue.
 

"It is not self seeking". Can you honestly say you are looking out for other people’s interest more than your own?
 

"It is not easily angered". Here we go! Being easily angered stems from other issues, something just happened to put you over the edge. When you have envy, pride, and a self seeking nature then you will be easily angered. The world does not revolve around you and I, it revolves around Jesus. If this area is a challenge go to the Lord in prayer and have Jesus cleanse you from this evil.
 

"It keeps no record of wrongs".  Ouch, Ouch!! OK, we may not keep records but we are all guilty of this. Fortunately when we ask Jesus for forgiveness he not only forgives but forgets. How many times have we said that we would forgive someone but bring it back up 10 minutes or 10 years later? To live a spirit filled life we need to give it over, ALL of it over to Jesus. This takes time to learn in the Lords power but it can be done. Also what a burden is lifted when we can look for the good in someone instead of the bad.
 

"Love does not delight in evil". "They really gave it to me on that one; I hope they get what they deserve." When we take this mindset it is usually us with the stomach problems and not the one who has done us harm. There is a real evil presence in this world and it works well enough without our help. Delight in what is pure and trustworthy, not what is evil.
 

"Love always trusts". I would rather wear my heart on my sleeve and trust what everyone says than to be guarded against everything. If I'm taken then the Lord will handle it, not me. I don't want my heart to be hardened and when we look for the bad instead the good our heart will start to become hardened. Trust is one of the basics for love. When someone commits adultery, that trust is broken. The Lord can heal this wound but a lot of work is ahead. Trust comes over a period of time. It takes time to gain trust but only a second to lose it. BE VERY CAREFUL OF TEMPTATION.
 

"Love always hopes". Without hope we will die. Isn't it sad that when most people retire they die shortly thereafter? They have nothing left to live for. Let our hope be in the Lord. We will always have ups and downs with our spouse, our children, our co workers and friends but let our hope be in Jesus and he will give us the hope in our relationships.
 

"Love always perseveres". Keep on keeping on is a phrase I like to use. This life at times can be tough. But all we have to do is get up more times than we have been knocked down. Love takes time, effort, prayer, trust and as you can see a multitude of things. The next time you say "I love you" think about this in a different light. Make it mean something and realize the commitment to love. A lot of weddings talk about this passage of love. If all of us were to heed these words then divorce would not be even an option. 
 

This lesson could have been three but please print this off, take it home and share it with your spouse or children or keep it so you can understand not only how to love but understand this is how God loves us. Amen to that.
 

Love doesn't stink, love is pure and it is an awesome gift and emotion from the Lord. Don't take it lightly.
Have a great week.
Brad
