“What’s Holding You Back?”

“Through Gates of Splendor” is a book written by Elisabeth Elliot, wife of slain missionary Jim Elliott. The experience of these brave missionaries was recently made into a move titled “The End Of The Spear”. Julie and I went to see it the other evening and it brought back a lot of memories of the book and some added memories I didn’t expect. There were five young men and their wives and children who wanted to make a difference for Jesus in a lost world. The Auca tribe in Ecuador was a fierce tribe but these men felt called by God to go. After months of trying to find the tribe and flying over them in a Piper Cub they finally made personal contact. Nate Saint the pilot used a sand bar in the river to land and he brought the other guys in. They were able to strike up a conversation with the Auca’s and it looked like they were making progress. But the Auca leaders thought that they would be killed by the men so they decided to strike back first.

Nate Saint had a young son Steve who would watch his dad take off every flight from their airstrip back at camp. I don’t know if the last flight was any different than all the rest but one of the things that stood out to me was a conversation that they had. His son asked “Dad how will you defend yourself if they attack you?” Nate’s reply was something like this, “Son you and I are guaranteed to be in heaven, if we kill them they have no chance of going to heaven.” That was the answer, THEY WOULD NOT FIGHT BACK”. Sounds familiar to a story over 2000 years ago about Jesus who if he had fought back would have left no way for us to get to heaven. Could you go into harms way and not fight back so the gospel would be heard?

That fateful day while the men were waiting to make contact on the beach the Auca tribe came out and started to kill the missionaries with spears. Instead of running they stood their ground, instead of firing the guns (which they had) they chose to not fire a shot. They all were speared to death that day on the beach.

Some of you may say, why didn’t they defend themselves? Something bigger was a stake. The souls of the five men were guaranteed a place in heaven because of their decision to ask Jesus into their lives. The Auca men did not know Jesus. You may say what’s a few Auca men compared to missionaries who could save more people if alive? 

WE ARE CALLED TO MINISTER TO A LOST WORLD AND TO OBEY GOD NO MATTER WHAT THE CALL.

These men knew their calling. They also knew that if they killed the Auca’s then the Auca’s would never have a chance to hear about Jesus. So what happened to the ring leader who ordered the killings? In 1996 Steve Saint, Nate's son went back to visit the Auca tribe. The movie showed clips of Steve going to a grocery store with this man, the movie showed a clip of this man taking Steve back to the place on the river where the massacre happened. This man, the ring leader cried out to Steve and said that he was the one who thrust the spear and killed his father. This man wept because he said “they had guns but chose not to fight.” Here was the beginning of repentance and truth. A number of the Aucas have become Christians and preach the word of God to a lost world still today, AMEN!!!!!! 

As I saw the flashback of when the news came back to Steve Saint who was a young boy when he heard of the news my heart felt so heavy for him. I know the cost of losing a father as a child. He would no longer be there for growing up, going to ball games, to see grandchildren and just to be a dad. My mom once said that right before my dad died he was worried that he wouldn’t be able to see his boys grow up. The loss of a father is still there to this day but God’s grace is more than sufficient. I have probably learned more through my dad’s tragic death than I would have through a long life.

Here were men who gave it their all. They did not put their desires to see their kids grow up and be with their wives for a long time over the plan of Jesus. They felt a calling to reach a lost world even if it meant death of their physical body. 

IS SOMETHING HOLDING YOU BACK TODAY THAT YOU NEED TO LET GO?

You probably already know what that something is. Jesus wants our undivided attention. Jesus created all that we have and all that we do. He DESERVES our praise, our time, our honor and our respect. Is fear of loss, is fear of death, is fear of looking foolish or is fear of the unknown holding you back from being an effective witness for Jesus? Make today the day that you GIVE WHATEVER IS HOLDING YOU BACK, BACK TO JESUS. He can take away your fear when you have faith. When you step out by faith into the rapids of the unknown FOR JESUS miraculous things will start to happen in your life. Take that step today as these five brave men took their step into history. 

GOD HAS A PLAN FOR YOU!!

Isn’t that amazing that God has a plan JUST FOR YOU? Let us stop holding back and being comfortable with what is known, let us start being comfortable in doing what is unknown.

Do something today for Jesus.

Take care

Brad

