"What’s Ahead?"
Death, sounds morbid doesn’t it? George Bernard Shaw wrote,
 

“The statistics on death are quite impressive. One out of one people die.”
 

Lately I have had a lot of prayer requests with children who have cancer. Their lives haven’t even begun. Of course the key to this is from what perspective are we looking at? I’m looking at my perspective, not Gods. Our physical death here on earth is
 

THE BEGINNING OF LIFE ETERNAL.
 

If you are a Christian, you know beyond a shadow of a doubt that heaven is going to be an awesome place. I mean awesome. A friend of mine has a mother- in- law that was in a prison camp when she was a young girl in World War II. As I listen to hear speak she loves this life but is READY to go and see Jesus. When you come away from talking with her you feel the same way. You can’t truly live until you are not afraid to experience a physical death. Some of us are paralyzed by death so we can’t enjoy anything.
If you are a Christian you will never die, NEVER. Our bodies are not what make you, you and me, me. Our soul is our personality, not our flesh and bones. I can’t wait to see Jesus, my dad, grandparents, the apostle Paul, Jonah and the list goes on and on. What a homecoming it will be. I might even get my hair back! 
Our health clubs are full, the Atkins diet is now mainstream, botox injections and facelifts are commonplace. People will try to outrun death but it is all a futile game.
So why does it hurt so much for those left behind? Because we love that person. We love their company and companionship, their laughter and their wit. There is nothing wrong with grieving when one dies; as a matter of fact we need to grieve. Jesus wept when Lazarus died. But there is a way to get beyond the pain.
 

Philippians 3:13  “…Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”
 

Many people are so caught up in the past they are paralyzed to move on to the future. The apostle Paul say’s FORGET the past and strain towards what’s ahead. Not just meagerly look ahead but strain ahead. What is ahead? Strain toward heaven and being with Jesus and your loved ones who are Christians forever. 
When life gets you down or you are faced with the loss of a loved one, strain ahead and forget what was behind. Behind can’t do you any good. There is nothing wrong with great memories but don’t live by memories. Live for the life ahead in Christ Jesus. 
I love my family but I’m ready to go home when God calls me. If God calls me home now then that was his perfect plan and my family will get along without me. If I stay here on earth then that is also good as I will hopefully be able to minister to others and help instill those principles in our boys. Don’t get to comfortable here on earth. The more comfortable you are here the harder it is to leave. Remember, we all leave here.
Have a great day.
Brad
