“What Kind Of Shepherd Are You?”

Ezekiel 34:2 “Woe to the shepherds of Israel who only take care of themselves!”

Sheep are NOT very bright and their vision is very poor. They need a shepherd to make sure that they have a soft place to sleep, are protected from wild animals and that they have food to eat. What kind of shepherd are you to your wife, kids, coworkers, friends, relatives and the lost? The above verse talks about the shepherds being selfish. They are putting themselves ahead of the sheep. On a scale of 1-10 with 10 being a great shepherd rate yourselves with family, friend’s coworkers and work. Again what type of shepherd are you?

Since the Lord looks at the heart and not the outward appearance what is in your heart? On the outside you and I can look to be the perfect servant but on the inside our servant motives are ONLY FOR WORLDLY GAIN. We only help those who can help us back in a monetarily fashion. 

THAT IS NOT A TRUE SHEPHERD!

Jesus was the true shepherd. Since Jesus was God in the flesh nothing could be done for him that wasn’t already done. Jesus did things to serve without expecting anything in return. He came to this earth for one sole purpose. To give his life as a ransom for many so that whoever believes in him will have eternal life and abundant life. I think for the most part we help those who can help us. A true Christian is one who will help others 

NOT EXPECTING ANYTHING IN RETURN.

Try to do this; it is tough, especially when we may think the world revolves around you and I! OUCH!!!! I am a shepherd to our two boys Bryce and Chase and I would have to say Julie is a much better shepherd to them than I. Don’t use the excuse of work as a way out of this one because a mother’s job is 24/7. As Rick Warren says in the “Purpose Driven Life’ “It is not about you.” I struggle with being a true servant. I struggle with rationalizing that there is only so much time in a day. The things I do are to provide for my family in a material way. WRONG!!! If we don’t take care of our family right as a servant then no matter how crafty we think we are and how hard we work God will not do a good work in us. We need to get our hearts right first before we can be a good shepherd.

We need to get rid of stuff. What is some of that stuff?

Pride, Gossip, Selfishness, Acquisition of Wealth above all else and not willing to get rid of stuff that may be a status symbol. If you truly want to be a Godly servant then the Lord may have to strip you of some of these things so you can CLEARLY SEE. Our perception of life is cloudy when we are caught up in getting ahead and building a house on sand instead of rock. Are your spouse and children dying on the vine because you are too caught up in THINGS? Let us be caught up in God and friends and family instead of acquiring more. 

DON’T EVER USE THE EXCUSE THAT YOU ARE WORKING HARD TO GIVE MONEY TO MISSIONS AND FOR YOUR CHILDRENS EDUCATION. First of all God doesn’t need your money. He desires that we give abundantly but he doesn’t ask us to give instead of serve. God wants us to serve first. Too many people hide behind this fallacy of working to get rich so they can give more to God. NO, NO, NO!!!. Let us all get right with God. I have seen people with little effort hit on something big and make a lot of money and then turn a lot of it over to the Lord. I have also seen a lot of people spend most of their years trying to create wealth for the excuse of the church only to feed their desire for possessions and then if ever anything is left over then God will get it. Be very, very careful if you fall in that bracket. 

Again, what kind of shepherd are you? Are you leading your flock or is the flock leading you? If the flock is leading you then destruction is ahead. Start today by getting rid of stuff both internal and external so you can see more clearly what is important in the Lord’s eyes not your own. Our perception will always be tainted when we don’t have the Lord’s perspective. Pray and have quiet time with Jesus. Ask the Lord if there is anything between you and Him that is keeping you form leading a spirit filled life. It is better to get rid of stuff than die with regret. This is a long journey we have in life. The more you carry on your back the more tired you will be and the slower you will go. Pray that each of us would get rid of a selfish spirit.

Have a great weekend.

Brad

