“What Keeps You From Sinning?”

First of all let me just say that we are all sinners who have fallen short of the glory of God. Romans 3:23. Since sin is part of our life what keeps you from sinning more than you already do?

Exodus 20:18-20 “When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a distance and said to Moses, “Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But do not have God speak to us or we will die”. Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. God has come to test you, so that the fear of God will be with you to keep you from sinning.”

God will test us BUT God WILL NOT TEMPT US. That is Satan’s plan. So has God been testing you? Is it an illness, waiting for a test to come back in, working for a tyrant of a boss, children being sick, financial troubles or depression? I have dealt with depression for over 30 years. It is in my family as my aunt suffers with it and so did my grandfather. I am sure there are others in my family but it is a very debilitating disease. Some used to say and still say, "What do you have to worry about, why be depressed? Depression has nothing to do with worry so much as it has to do with a sense of hopelessness. So why would I have hopelessness when I have Jesus? Depression is not just a feeling, it is when something goes wrong in the chemical makeup of the brain. Fortunately the medication that is on the market today is saving peoples lives from suicide and helping people lead more normal lives. I am very thankful for these scientists and doctors who have given their time to finding a cure for not only this disease but many others like it.

The depression I have is like a “thorn in my flesh” as the apostle Paul puts it. In my deepest darkest moments Jesus IS THERE and clearer than ever. I know a lot of you know what I mean. In the face of trials Jesus is very real, sometimes much more real than when the waves of life are calm. Now in a legalistic sense I could say, “OK if I try to stop sinning Jesus will remove this from me if I am good.” But over the years I have come to realize that Jesus loves me enough that he continues to love me enough to suffer with this. Let me explain. What does Paul say about his thorn in the flesh?

2 Corinthians 12:7-9 “To keep me from being conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. But he said to me, My Grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”

I know that I could be conceited if things always went right. You may not see it on the outside but the inside of me would be worthless. I do delight in a very strange way with suffering because it keeps me humble. Whenever things get to the point where I THINK I AM THE ONE DOING IT, then God allows something to keep me in check. Now I could look at this two ways. I could look at God in anger and fear or I could look at God in love.

If I were to look at God with anger and fear without love I would have more of a tendency to sin. If you have a boss who is arrogant and mean, he may get things done the way he wants to get them done WHILE HE IS AT WORK. BUT when he leaves the office will people act the same way? On the other hand if you have a boss that is kind and compassionate but sets boundaries and he or she were to leave for the day much more would get done. 

WE NEED TO FEAR THE LORD OUT OF LOVE INSTEAD OF FEARING THE LORD OUT OF CONSEQUENCES. 

I remember once back in the 8th grade when I brought my report card home. It was bad. I think I got 3 C’s and 2 D’s, not good for a doctor’s son. To think of it not good for any son!! My dads nurse was driving by and she stopped and said, “How was your report card”? I actually laughed and said “I am going to get it tonight!” I knew I was going to get some type of punishment and it would not be pretty. But the consequences of my punishment where not enough to get me to study. You see, I saw my dad more as a disciplinarian than a father. I never got the chance to talk to him as an adult. He died a year later. If I would have had a chance to ask him why he did the things he did I may have understood but at that point in my life I would have rather enjoyed life in my own way no matter what consequences I had to suffer.

So today you have two choices to make. To keep on sinning or to stop.  If you keep on sinning you have to ask yourself why. Either you don’t love the Lord, believe in Jesus or you just don’t care about the consequences because

THERE WILL BE CONSEQUENCES.

I have chosen the love and respect part because that goes a lot farther. The Lord has done so much for me. He has saved me from eternity in hell. Can you imagine eternity in hell? Remember this doesn’t have anything to do with being good or bad, going to church or giving to the poor. Have you asked Jesus to come in and take control of your life? Jesus has protected me from unspeakable harm and restored me when I should have been left out to pasture. Instead of sleeping and eating with the pigs he chose to give me life eternal and an inheritance to be called his son.  I try not to sin these days not out of fear for what may happen but because I don’t want to disappoint Jesus. How about you? Search you soul today and ask God to reveal to you why you do the things you do? 

Have a great (NOT A NORMAL DAY BUT A GREAT DAY) day and TRUST and LOVE Jesus.

Take care

Brad

