“What Is Your Quicksand”

By “How Stuff Works” - “With quicksand, the more you struggle in it the faster you will sink. If you just relax, your body will float in it because your body is less dense than the quicksand. The key is to not panic. Most people who drown in quicksand, or any liquid for that matter, are usually those who panic and begin flailing their arms and legs.”

Most of the trails in our life are like quicksand. The minute we get in it the next second we want out. The more we fight, the more we overreact the worse the situation seems to get. At first it would seem in a trail to fight but in reality the first thing is to pray and be calm. 

Psalm 40:2 “He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; he set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to stay.”

Do you notice in the above passage that the Lord DID ALL THE LIFTING AND BRINGING TO DRY GROUND? The more we struggle in a worldly way the more we will get stuck. What may seem like the appropriate way out is usually a trap. 

What is your quicksand? Is it anger, jealousy, pride, immorality or fear? A lot of us are so deep in debt, failing in marriage, failing in trying to get ahead, failing in ____________that the last thing that would make sense is to rest in Jesus. When I am stuck in a traffic jam the last thing I want to do is sit. I would rather driver 50 miles out of my way because if I feel I’m moving then I’m better off than sitting. Sometimes this works but only when I get lucky. I need to learn to calm down, slow down and smell the roses. 

THIS LIFE IS NOT A DRESS REHERSAL FOR SOMETHING ELSE. THIS IS IT!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Today the Lord has given you this day to make a difference. What will you do with it? When today is gone it is not like a bank account where the money transfers over to use the next day. When today is gone IT IS GONE FOREVER.

The best thing we can do when we get up in the morning is pray. PLEASE start out your day by saying hello to your creator and the creator of the universe. Don’t you think that the one who created the universe can handle your problems? Of course the Lord can. It is better to get direction from the Lord at the beginning of the day than to try to attempt to do things in your own strength and wisdom. I find out that the more I try to do things in my own strength and wisdom that the deeper I get in the quicksand. Then when things really get hectic I start flailing my arms and then I really get stuck. It is all about control. We all want it. But to lead a Godly, peaceful life we need to do what is the opposite our minds are telling us to do. We need to relax in the Lord. 

Today there may be things already crashing around you and your instinct would be to fight and flail. BUT in order to get to “a firm place to stay” you need to rest in the Lord. A lot of times we get in the way of God, YES get in the way. If we were to TOTALLY trust in him EVEN WHEN IT DOESN’T MAKE SENSE things would turn out much better. Faith is things unseen instead of seen. 

Today the quicksand is all around you. Some of us will fall into it and some of us will miss it but only by the grace of God. Pray today that you can BE STILL NO MATTER how deep, no matter how thick, no matter how bad your circumstances are. Fortunately the Lord knows your heart and your circumstances way before you do. TRUST and be still in the Lord and the things that once appeared to be devastating will turn out to be good. Let us set our sights and hearts on the things above, not on our circumstances. Remember, pray and ask the Lord to help you in EVERYTHING you do as the Lord loves to hear from you. I mean it!

Take care

Brad

“Betraying Jesus”

Sounds scary doesn’t it? But I think that each of us betray Jesus every day.

Betrayal - To deliver into the hands of an enemy in violation of a trust or allegiance:

Think of the Peter who lived with Jesus for over three years. He saw the miracles of Jesus and when Jesus got into trouble he disowned him not once but three times. The bible says “Peter wept bitterly”.

Some ways we betray Jesus are 

Being Prideful and Boastful – Why? Because it is Jesus who gives us our talents. What we are saying is that “I am the master of my own destiny NOT Jesus.

Being Afraid – What is the worst that can happen to you? Of course most people would say death. Now I would agree that you should worry if you are not a believer in Jesus Christ but if you are a believer and still worry about death then there is a problem. You are really saying to Jesus that you believe that living on earth is better than heaven?? Doesn’t make sense does it? 

Immorality and Addictions– Jesus died a horrible death to not only give us eternal life to all those who believe in Him but he also died on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins. DON’T USE GOD’S GRACE AS A LICENSE TO SIN. We are held to a much higher standard because we have the Holy Spirit within us. Do not quench this powerful tool of the Lord. Don’t say it’s too tough to conquer – look to the cross.

Not Joyful – Why not be joyful? Jesus tells us that this life will be made up of many problems and trials and not to be worried. Why do we think it is such a lack of God’s love when tough things happen to us? Tough things happen so that the Lord’s glory will be revealed in us. If you have confessed that Jesus is your Lord and Savior then heaven and eternal life await. If all else in this world fails, that should be enough to make us joyful. Glory awaits us for the believer. Don’t get caught up in circumstances of which we only see a small part. Get caught up in knowing you are the child of the King with an inheritance in heaven.

When we doubt and don’t trust we are betraying the one who saved us. But the Lord knew Peters heart. That is why he saw him on the banks of the Sea of Galilee so Peter could make things right again. The Lord ALWAYS forgives us when we come to him with a REPENTANT heart. But we have to be repentant. Roams 3:23 says that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”. But be conscious of how you live your lives. Don’t gossip, think of others better than yourselves, don’t be boastful and don’t ever think you are in control. If you have to be boastful, boast about the Lord. If you have to worry, worry only about those who are not saved and start witnessing to others. If you think you are better than others think of the cross. 

We have an awesome God that we serve. He doesn’t serve us we need to serve Him. Let our thoughts, our actions, our words and our work be a testimony to the good work that the Lord has done for us. Let us give praises to his name each and every day. Let us stay close and never waver from the truth. Let us all call upon the name of the Lord each hour of every day. In the end of this life that will be what is everlasting. Did you know Jesus or did you betray him and turn your back on Him? 

Luke 11:33 “No one lights a lamp and puts it in a place where it will be hidden, or under a bowl. Instead he puts it on a stand, so that those who come in may see the light.”

Pray that through the Lord's strength that we would all be a shining light in a dark world and never betray the one true God.

Have a great joyful day.

Brad
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