“What’s Your Needle Doing?”

When I was a pilot for an airline, MANY years ago, most of our flying was on instruments. This means that instead of looking outside and flying by visual references like the horizon, sky and land that we flew just by looking at and interpreting the instruments in front of us on the control flight panel. Now one instrument in itself wasn’t enough to know what you were doing so you have to look at a number of instruments and in an instance determine what the plane was or wasn’t doing. I remember my first flight in Instrument Training” Under the hood”. Under the hood means that an instructor will take you  up flying when it is clear out and to make it feel like you are in the clouds he puts a hood on you that covers your view except for your eyes. So in reality you feel like you are in the clouds even though you aren’t. In the first few lesson trusting your instruments instead of your natural senses is very difficult. I would tell the instructor that I felt that we were turning right when actuality we were turning left. The hard part of instrument training IS RELYING ON YOUR INSTRUMENTS INSTEAD OF HOW YOU FEEL.

In the beginning it is a very hard thing to get used to. But after you see that the instruments in fact DO WORK over time it is easier to fly by instruments than by outside references. OK, flight lesson 101. Let’s say we are only interested in 4 instruments. One would be the HSI (Horizontal Situation Indicator). This is an instrument that looks like a little plane with a flat bar for the earths horizon. The other is an airspeed indicator for how fast the plane is going. The other is a VSI (Vertical Speed Indicator) which tells you how fast you may be going up or down. The other is an altimeter (what altitude you are at) and a Navigational tool. Technology has changed a lot since I flew but this instrument tells you how to get where you are going in a directional sense. Now if you are in the clouds (on instruments) and you fixate on one of these instruments too long chances are you could actually be upside down before you know it. Our senses lag at first in training. I would be in a 60 degree bank thinking I was straight and level. So within a matter of 2 seconds you need to be able to look at those 4 instruments and be able to determine what you need to do next. This sounds difficult at first but after 1000 hours of doing this it actually becomes second nature.

There is a needle that you followed after you dialed in the frequency of the station at you destination. If the needle went to the left you turned the airplane to the left, if to the right you turned the airplane to the right. At all times you wanted to keep the needle centered. A number of times if the wind was very strong you would need to add correction in another direction to keep the needle centered. The farther you were away from the actual directional aid the slower the needle moved and the closer you were to the station the faster the needle moved. 

In life we want to be close to the station. If you were 100 miles from the station it took awhile before the needle moved. If you were 2 miles from the airport just a little touch of the controls would put you back on course or take you farther off course. The last thing in life we want to do is to be so far off course that the needle does not move at all. That is being called out of range. If you have not accepted Jesus as you Savior and Lord, have not asked him into your life, have not asked him to forgive your sins then YOU ARE OUT OF RANGE. When you are out of range there is no way to know were you are at. You can get on the radio and click your mike and someone may be able to get a fix on you but YOU ARE THE ONE WHO HAS TO MAKE THE CALL and click your mike. Jesus is also the only one who can find you. You could fly in all sorts of directions trying to find your way home but you have to deliberately ask for help. 

Once they get a fix on you they can give you heading to get you back on course but if you don’t follow the needle again you will be lost.

WHERE IS YOUR NEEDLE? Is it centered or is going back and forth not knowing which direction the wind is coming from. The more we read Gods word (Bible), pray, worship and have fellowship with other believers the better chance our needle will be centered. The less we do these things the more our needle will waver and the better our chances of getting into trouble.

Matthew 15:8 “These people honor me with their lips but their hearts are far from me.”

The NEEDLE DOESN’T LIE. Your passengers may not know you’re lost with a relaxed outward appearance but your insides may tell a whole different story. Praising God, going to church, being kind to others and putting money in the offering plate look like all good things to do BUT THEY DON’T KEEP THE NEEDLE CENTERED. The only way for us to keep the needle centered in our lives is to TRUST in the one true God. Instead of trusting our visual senses we need to have faith in Jesus. Have you put not only you faith but your trust in the Lord? If your life is out of control and you feel that you are in a downward spiral let go of the wheel. The more we try to fight the tighter the spiral becomes. When a plane is in a spin you have to actually push forward on the stick instead of pulling back. It doesn’t make sense as the earth is coming up fast upon you to actually push in the direction of the earth BUT that is how the spin is broken. Coming to accept and trust in Jesus may not make sense when you have thought you have been in control. You may have money, security and all sorts of things that YOU THINK are your rock and fortress. If you are at that point in your life I know you would tell me that you are still empty inside. 

The best pilot in the world still has to make corrections all the time to keep the needle centered, how much more the new pilot. Whether you are a new believer or not a believer time is of the essence. You are NEVER to far away for Jesus not to find you. From the outside things may look great but God knows your heart. Draw close to Jesus and he will draw close to you. Don’t honor Jesus with your lips if you don’t mean it. It would be better to say nothing at all. But God does know your heart. Seek after him, stay close, read his word, have fellowship with other believers and pray and your needle will not go to and fro. You will be on course and not waver.

Hang in there.

Take care

Brad

