What Have I Done Wrong

I think if anyone in the bible could say this it could have been Joseph. Of course there are many others like Job who could ask the same thing but let’s concentrate on Joseph today. Joseph was born to Jacob and Rachel. But Joseph had other brothers born to Jacob’s other wives and concubines. It was like the “Brady Bunch” with as many parents as there was kids. Talk about dysfunctional!  Jacob had children to Leah and Rachel and then he also had children to their maidservants. Raising kids is tough enough especially blended marriages with 4 different mothers. I’m sure each mother was trying to get their children to be more noticed and put ahead of the rest so to be sure there would be animosity between them.

So here comes Joseph into the mix. Joseph

Genesis 37:3 “Now Israel (Jacob) loved Joesph more than any of his other sons because he had been born to him in his old age....”

I’m sure the others brothers knew this also. When a parent shows more love for one child over another there will always be animosity. To make matters worse Jacob made Joseph a richly ornamented robe to wear. His brothers were probably thinking what is this, I get a smelly sheep herders robe and this little boy gets the best of the best. Well, Joseph had a good heart and was a little naive because he told his brothers a dream he had.

Genesis 37:7 “We were binding sheaves of grain out in the field when suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, while your sheaves  gathered around mine and bowed down to it.” 

Now if Joseph had not put his brothers over the edge wearing the robe he really put them over the edge now. One day Jacob sent Joseph out to check on his brothers to see how they were coming with the sheep. When his brothers saw him coming in the distance (because of that bright robe) they plotted to kill him. Instead they put him in a cistern and sold Joseph to some slave traders on their way to Egypt. His brothers also tore Joseph’s robe and put the blood of a goat on it so it would look like Joseph was devoured by an animal. When his brothers showed this to Jacob, Jacob was so distressed “That he refused to be comforted”.

Joseph was sold into slavery into Potiphar's household. Potiphar was one of Pharaohs officials and “the Lord was with Joseph in all that he did”. Because of this the Lord also blessed Potiphar’s household. BUT, Potiphar's wife tried to seduce Joseph and even though he stood firm, Potiphar's wife made it look like Joseph tried to seduce her and Joseph was thrown in jail. While in jail the Lord was with Joseph and all the guards saw this so Joseph was again put in a leadership position. Some people from pharaohs staff were put in jail and Joseph interpreted their dreams but said for those he helped to get him out of there. Joseph told them the correct interpretation but they forget about him and did not tell Pharaoh till later when Pharaoh had a dream and nobody could interpret them but Joseph himself. Joseph interpreted Pharaohs dream and then was put second in charge in all of Egypt.

You and I go through the same types of trials sin our lives. Sometimes it seems that the better we act, the more honest and loving we are the more we get kicked in the teeth. Ever been there? But one of the great verses in this book is

Genesis 39:2 “The Lord was with Joseph and he prospered...” 

So if the Lord was with Joseph why didn’t he set him free and get him out of Egypt? Because the Lord had a much better plan for Joseph than Joseph could have ever imagined. While Joseph was sitting in that well would he have ever though he would be second in command in Egypt and eventually save his father and the rest of the country from famine. 

But in all that Joseph did (no matter how he was treated) he was faithful to the Lord. In the end the Lord gave Joseph victory.

You may be in the middle of something you don’t understand right now. You may be doing all the right things. You may be praying every day, putting the Lord first, going to church, giving to others and being kind BUT you are still getting kicked in the teeth and wondering WHY!!! As we see from Joseph I’m sure at times he wondered why but he knew that God has a perfect plan that we cannot see. We have to trust and have faith that the Lord is working keeping us protected. The Lord will deliver us whether it is today, tomorrow ten years from now or it may not be till heaven

BUT HE WILL DELIEVR US.

The key is trying to be joyful in the trail. If we are not joyful we are really saying, “Lord I’m not sure if you can get me out of here and I didn’t want to go through this”. Our faith grows by leaps and bounds in trials and when we come out the back side we see the Lord's grace and power. We all go through trials and we can choose to be joyful or we can choose to be doom and gloom. You know what, no matter how we feel the Lord’s will WILL be done so we might as well try to have some joy no matter what the trial.

James 1:2-4 “Consider it pure joy, my brothers when you face trails of many kinds because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.”

We need to try to be joyful in the trial because when we do our faith will be stronger and we will be better able to persevere in the face of ANY trial. Today you may be in the bottom of the well not knowing when you will be lifted out and even if you do get lifted out will you be rescued. 

NO MATTER WHERE YOU GO OR WHAT TRIAL YOU ARE IN THE LORD WILL BE WITH YOU.

We need to pray and see how good, powerful, loving and caring Jesus is. Trails strengthen us when we TRUST. Trails break us down when we become bitter. Some of us always look at a trial as another way that God hates us. BUT God loves us enough that he wants us to grow in the faith and to see His power, love and grace. No matter where you are on your journey pray that you would be able to be joyful in the face of adversity. Instead of feeling like you have done something wrong you will start to see that God is molding you to be an effective witness for Him.

REMEMBER THIS IS NOT OUR REAL HOME. WE ARE HERE FOR A VERY SHORT PERIOD OF TIME. LET US LIVE WITH AN ETERNAL PERSPECTIVE NOT A WORLDY ONE.

Have a great day.

Brad

