What Do You Wear?

I have to say that at times I go out to the store in the worst get ups. I may have white socks and loafers with a tattered tee shirt and shorts. I’m not trying to impress anyone but I probably should at least look a little better. On the other hand some people spend countless hours trying to look just right. Maybe I need a happy medium. I was in New York City last week and packed very badly. I packed all my running and workout clothes but forget to pack some jeans and a shirt. Then I had to go to a store and buy that. I got dressed and thought I looked pretty good. My business partner said “Brad before you go out you better take off the sizing tag on the pants”. YIKES would that have been embarrassing. 

The Lord tells us to clothe ourselves in another manner.

Colossians 3:12 “....clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.”

To do these things takes an action as getting dressed. We need to make a conscious decision in the morning to get dressed instead of staying in our robe all day. In the morning we need to put on

Compassion - sympathy for the suffering of others, often including a desire to

Kindness - an act that shows consideration and caring

Humility - the quality of being modest or respectful

Gentleness - having a mild and kind nature or manner

Patience - the ability to endure waiting, delay, or provocation without becoming annoyed or upset or to persevere calmly when faced with difficulties

Oh, how our world would be different if we were to live out our salvation. I have to say that at times I not only get one of these wrong but sometimes all at the same time. Why is this? Because at times I am selfish and I stifle the Holy Spirit from working in my life. You see, each of us has a choice. We can either let God reign in our life or we can tell God that we are too busy for him. You may say I would never be too busy for God but when you don’t show compassion that is what you are doing.

Do you have a mean boss? Instead of fretting and getting mad or getting out show compassion. You have no idea what their past has been like. The Lord Jesus who controls your boss whether he is a believer or not will take care of ALL things for good. Don’t let the evil one rob you of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. If we are immersed in reading God’s word and praying then those things of being gentle and showing compassion will overflow in our lives. If we are not immersed in Gods word and we are immersed in the world then we will NOT have compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and certainly not patience.

Lack of patience is a good barometer on your spiritual walk. A short temper usually is an indication that you and I are not letting God be in control. We cannot control others and our circumstances

BUT WE CAN CONTROL WHETHER OR NOT WE WILL FOLLOW AND SERVE THE LORD.

This is really all that matters. Are you serving the things of this world or when you get up in the morning do your clothe yourself with the armor of God? Some of you are already off to a rotten start and some are off to a great start to the week. The good news is that you can change. You can change because Jesus died a horrible death on the cross so that whoever believes in him will have the power to change. 

YOU CAN’T DEFEAT THE EVIL ONE IN YOUR OWN STRENGTH

But you can defeat him in the Lord's strength. Start now by clothing yourselves in the word of the Lord and asking Him to give you the desire for compassion, kindness, gentleness, humility and patience. When you can live out your faith your life will be free of worry and turmoil. The Holy Spirit is so powerful that it would be nonsense to trust in our own self. Let us all call upon the name of the Lord for EVERYTHING. Nothing is too small or big for the Lord. Have a great day and don’t fret.

Brad
