"What Do You Believe In?"
I have been asked many times "How do you know for sure that there is a heaven and a God?" Fortunately, for many years I didn't know what was going on in my spiritual life. I say fortunately because God had His perfect plan in motion. It has been over 34 years since my dad died and I don't think there is a day that goes by that I don't think about him. I told my aunt the other day "I wish I could just pick up the phone and talk to him." But that is not going to happen. When I was younger we used to go to church every Sunday but that was the last place I wanted to be. After Dad died I thought "If there was a God why did he take my daddy?" So for twenty years I stopped going to church and I stopped searching for God. As the song goes, I was "searching for love in all the wrong places." Ever been there! 
For those 20 years I left God but He NEVER LEFT ME. When I look back I can see him everyday protecting, guiding, disciplining and drawing me closer to him. You see, He drew me closer to him without me knowing about it. People don't want religion, they want a relationship. People don't want to be sold, they want to buy. Have you ever been to a used car lot? The first thing you do when you get out of the car is look for the attacker because they are on their way. I'm sure they aren't all like that but you know what I mean.
I used to be on the other side of the fence and would resent anyone sharing the gospel with me. "Don't shove religion down my throat. It hasn't worked so far and why should it work now?" 
Well, it took twenty years and in those twenty years, God led me through the death of my father, a illness that I still suffer with today (don't worry it isn't contagious), two divorces, being fired from a job, trying to find a job, financial hardship and I mean hardship. For twenty years the Lord was getting me to a point where all of the above I was trying to control. My destiny was in my hands or so I thought. Some of you it may only take 20 days and some it may take 40 years but God has a plan for each one of you.
On November 29, 1992 God's plan came to fruition. I was sitting in an apartment alone flicking through channels on the TV. I stopped on one because there was a man that looked liked a comedian. He was flailing his arms back and forth; he looked like he was drunk. The reason I watched so long was that I couldn't understand what he was saying. The man tuned out to be David Ring, an evangelist. All of a sudden the words I couldn't hear became clear and he was sharing what I needed to hear at that point in my life. He had been trough tragedy and trials, he knew what pain was. He talked about 
 

John 14:6 "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me."
 

I had been searching for the way. I was searching for any way to stop the pain. On that evening I finally found out what I was missing. We are all spiritual beings in a human body. The body will die and decay but our spirit will live forever, the question is "What will be your address when you die?" I didn't realize that going to heaven didn't have anything to do with being good or bad because Romans 3:23 says "all of us have sinned and fall short of the glory of God." 
That evening was the perfect time for me to hear that message. I knew I needed to ask for forgiveness and I needed to acknowledge who Jesus was and what He did for me by dying on the cross. That evening I asked Jesus to come in and take control of my life which I had messed up for 38 years. Not only did I now have heaven in my future but I now had the Holy Spirit of God to lead me and comfort me. We all have a hole in our heart that can only be filled with Jesus. Some of you may be trying to fill that hole with possessions, status, power, anger and a host of other things. I was there but I thank God that he came and rescued me from myself.
Some of you may find this offensive because it isn't your time yet. There may be things you still have to go through before you turn your life over to Jesus. Remember though, if you die and you haven't made that decision to follow him then it is to late when you stand before God.
Search you heart and ask yourself "What do I believe in?" Is it the things of the world which will rust and turn to dust or is it the One who is the Savior. The only one who can save us from death and give us eternal life in heaven. Pray today that the Lord would guide you and protect you from the evil that is in this world. 
Some of you are on the fence. You believe in Jesus but you don't trust in him yet. Let this be the day that you turn all you have and all you do over to him. Trust in the one who created you, your family, your job, your boss, your career and all that you have. I guarantee that your life will then be filled to overflowing with the right not the wrong things of this world.
Take Care
Brad 
