What Are You Really Like Inside?

When you are alone and no one is watching, what are you really like?

Matthew 23:25-26 “You clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self indulgence. Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside also will be clean.”

All of us can put on a great exterior. We can go to church on Sunday all dressed up, singing hymns, praising God and looking righteous. But on the inside what are you really thinking? If you do feel a spiritual connection to the Lord does it carry over into how you treat you family and what you do in the workplace? If you try to keep a certain image that image will NEVER be enough. If you need things to make you look successful and go to church to look and feel righteous then you are setting yourself up for a big fall. 

I once was teaching a class at a church in Phoenix. The subject turned to the concept of money. My view had been that the lack of money had helped me to rely more upon God. A man in the back raised his hand and said that the abundance of money had drawn him closer to the Lord. Not because having money made it easier but because the abundance of money was more of a temptation than lack thereof. It took me a while to understand that concept but now I do. If you don’t have money it is hard to feed addictions. When you have an abundance of money you can either use it to give away or to feed either addictions or pleasures. 

Whether you are a preacher, housewife or student, the human heart is the same, SINFUL! We are born with a sinful nature and will have that sinful nature till the time we see Jesus. 

How often when we pray do we confess our sin and ask the Lord to make us clean. I would say I rarely do. I find myself asking God for things more than praising who he is and asking Him for the forgiveness of my sins. I think that is more an issue of selfishness on my part than anything else. The only one to get rid of that is Jesus. The more I think of me, me, me the less I think about my sin.

When the inside of your body is corrupt but the outside looks clean greed and self indulgence take over. Greed and self indulgence are a heart issue and medication won’t cure this disease, only the power of the Holy Spirit.

So how do we clean the inside of the dish? First of all we have to not be consumed with how the outside looks. You can’t change one without the other. If you were to have all your worldly possession taken away today and be left with your family, friends and the Lord would you be OK? Some of you would not because your life is defined by your possessions and your status. If you look down on people who don’t dress up to date, who don’t drive the fanciest cars and who don’t live a flashy life then your heart needs changed. 

Proverbs 16:5 “The Lord detests all the proud of heart.”

 I preach hard on this because I used to be like this and I see and feel the destructive nature of self indulgence.

In order to be clean on the inside we need to ask the Jesus to be our Savior. We need to acknowledge that he died on the cross and rose from the dead to pay the penalty for our sins. We need to turn from the way we used to live our life and live for the Lord. We need to ask for forgiveness for our sins and 

WE NEED TO ASK GOD TO CHANGE OUR HEART.

The Lord is the only one who can change the desires of our heart. I don’t care what you are struggling with; when you come to the Lord with a repentant heart he will heal and restore you. The prideful will always fall and will live a miserable life. Are you ready for a heart change? It is as drastic as a heart by pass. You may be ridiculed and mocked for not being in the IN crowd. But do you want to be a friend of man and the world or do you want to live for the Lord. 

YOU CAN’T HAVE BOTH.

I’m not saying nice things are bad but when they cloud your judgment and lead you to judge others then you need to come before the Lord and ask Him to transform your mind and clean the inside. When the inside is clean the outside will take care of itself.

Have a great day.
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