What Are You Planting

Galatians 6:7-9 “Do not be deceived, God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction: the one who sows to please the Spirit from the Spirit will reap eternal life. Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”

Reap - to obtain something, especially as a consequence of previous effort or action
Sow- to scatter or plant seed on an area of land in order to grow crops

What seed are you scattering today because whatever seed you plant will grow and multiply. If you are planting today to please the Spirit you will probably be planting as said in 

.

Galatians 5:22,23 .... love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self control.

If you are planting to please your sinful nature you will probably be planting as said in

Galatians 5:19-21 ....sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery, idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy, drunkenness.....”

Everyone of us plants seeds everyday. We have two choices each day when we plant our crop. We plant to be selfless or selfish. 

WHATEVER WE SOW WE WILL REAP.

Scary though isn’t it if we live by the sinful nature? You may say "I have repented and asked the Lord for forgiveness. Even though God may have forgiven your sin and you are forgiven before him that doesn’t mean that you still won’t suffer consequences for your past actions. If we have run over everyone at work to get ahead and finally realize what we have done AFTER it is too late two things will happen. If we have repented and asked God for forgiveness then we will be forgiven from Jesus but chances are our actions will prevent us from having a normal relationship with all those we have harmed. Trust is hard to get back once you have used and abused this. It is not impossible to gain trust back but very difficult.

Selfish ambition is the cause of many of life’s problems. When we are all out for ourselves and things don’t go our way as they usually do we get jealous of others. We have fits of rage and may even get drunk to dull the pain. Selfish ambition is like a cancer. Again, what are you planting?

On the other hand if you are more concerned about others than yourself then chances are you are sowing the seed of the Spirit. Do you have self control; are gentle, patient and kind? If you aren’t frustrated by selfish ambitions it is easier to please others. Why? Because our mind can only think about ONE thing at a time. So it is really our choice each day when we get up to please ourselves or to please others. It is an issue of our heart on what we plant and the crop that will eventually come up. If your crop is coming up with jealousy, rage and persecution then you have to let that crop run its course no matter how painful it may be to watch. BUT your next crop if you can repent with a pure heart and ask God for direction will be much different. 

BUT YOU HAVE TO BE THE ONE TO CHANGE THE SEED THAT IS PLANTED.

You are never too far gone in any direction for the Lord to restore you when you truly ask forgiveness. All of us need to be praying, going to church, reading God's word and having fellowship with other believers. These things don’t get us into heaven but they do strengthen and change our mind to the things of God instead of the things of this world. When we are more concerned with others than ourselves then our harvest will be pure and plentiful. When our desire is to please the sinful nature then we will have strife, discontent and a bunch of weeds that will always choke out the good. 

Be very careful after reading this because some of us may read this and say we are planting good but in reality you are planting evil. You have been living a lie so long that you are starting to believe your lies. The truth is in the harvest because the seed of the Spirit will never produce an evil crop. 

Make the most of every opportunity with the Lord in the lead.

Have a great day.

Brad

