"We Will Never Be In A Casket"
I was speaking with an unbeliever yesterday on the subject of death. A mutual friend of ours has a terminal illness and he is very distraught over this. I brought up that this man has such a strong faith that he not only knows where he is going but is OK with the outcome. My friend didn’t want to hear anymore and abruptly changed the subject. When we only think in terms of this life THERE IS NO HOPE. Death is cold, remorseful, frightening and very painful. 
When I first became a believer on November 29 of 1992 I was excited to be a Christian. The minute we except Jesus into our lives He sends his Holy Spirit to Endwell within us. The change I felt was dramatic. I immediately started to see things in a different light. If the Lord called me home then, I WOULDN’T have wanted to go. Why? Because I was a baby in the faith and didn’t comprehend what being a Christian was all about. Even though I had put my trust in Christ I needed to grow in the faith. If I were to have died on November 28 of 1992 I would have ended up in hell. But for the grace of God if I were to have died the evening of November 29, 1992 I would have been in heaven for eternity. 
Most of us view heaven as a far off place that one day we will get to. But if the Lord were to say “Today is the day” most of us would be like a dog that is trying to be pulled into the vet’s office. Choker full strength and the dog slipping across the tile floor. “I still have more to do, I just retired, I just had a baby, I just got married, I just paid off my bills, I just……..”
Let’s look at what heaven will be like 
 

TO THOSE WHO HAVE PUT THEIR FAITH AND TRUST IN JESUS CHRIST FOR SALVATION.
 

The apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians Chapter 12 talks about being caught up to the third heaven which is paradise. Since God can be everywhere at the same time it isn’t a problem for us to be there quickly also.
 

1 Corinthians 15:51, 52 “…We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed – in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye………”
 

The SECOND you take your last earthly breath, in a “twinkling of an eye” in an instant you will be with Jesus. Caskets are horrible. Not only do they look confining but who wants that thing to be shut, locked up and put under 6 feet up dirt? Not me. At my funeral or the funeral of a loved one, just think that whoever you are looking at is not there. That was who THEY USED TO BE. But now they are in Glory, they are not in that box so don’t fret. Instead of looking at the casket look up and thank Jesus for the time you had with them. You may say “I wanted more time.” Let me tell you, when you get to heaven you will be thinking why did I ever want to stay down there longer. 
 

HEAVEN, THIS IS MY REAL HOME.
 

Sometimes at night it can be a little scary. That is why evil is synonymous with the dark. But in heaven it will always be light:
 

Revelation 21:23 “The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is it’s lamp.”
 

WOW!!!! Can you imagine the one who has this power knows you and me intimately? When I get to heaven I first want o see Jesus, then my dad, grandparents, aunts and uncles then the Apostle Paul. Paul was the ultimate salesman. When Paul was changed on the road to Damascus his life was changed in an instant. Instead of helping to kill Christians he wanted to save people through faith in Jesus. Instead of waiting to go to school to learn or to get the approval of others, off he went. No formal training and here he is going to other parts of the world to talk about Jesus. So if you think that you need to be a preacher to share your faith you are wrong. The least we can do is tell people what the Lord has done in our lives.
 

Revelation 21:4 “He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”
 

In this life we will have pain, sorrow, shed many tears, have anguish and worry BUT for those whose hope is in the Lord 
 

WE HAVE NOTHING TO FEAR.
 

Just think, we will never end up in a casket. Oh the thing that used to hold our soul will in there but you and I who are believers will be long gone. I am going to be having a reunion with Jesus and all my loved ones. Amen to that. Funerals need to be a time of reflection of helping people to realize that if they aren’t believers then what is holding them back. Because if you aren’t a believer in Jesus Christ you will have death, pain sorrow, tears, anguish and worry not for a day but for eternity. That is why we need to have a sense of urgency in sharing with non believers. Pray today that the Lord would give you an eternal perspective, one that doesn’t worry about death because Heaven will be unbelievable. Don’t worry about it. Worry about those who have still not put their faith in Jesus. Then we can all say “I’ll see you in heaven.”
Have a great day.
Brad
