“Wasted Gifts”

When I was younger (Much Younger) the Lord gave me an awesome gift. He allowed me to be a runner. I went on to the University of Maryland to run and ran only one semester. I was able to letter on that team as a freshman and that semester we won the ACC Championships. I say this not in arrogance but to tell you that this gift was very special THAT I TOOK FOR GRANTED. It wasn’t until years later that I tried to get the gift back but couldn’t. I would go out and try to run one mile and would get a headache for 2 days. This was very odd considering that we used to run 100 mile plus weeks. Now I realize that if the Lord had allowed me to run that I would have wasted the gift again.

Julie and I usually get up early and pray in the morning. In my prayer time I recently had asked the Lord to allow me to run like I did when I was young. Over the next couple days something happened.

Isaiah 40:31 “but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles, they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”

The Lord for a brief period of time has allowed me to get faster and stronger. I have been out on a long run and just start praying I am so overwhelmed. I am so thankful the Lord has allowed me to run again and not grow weary. I don’t take THE GIFT this time for granted. I truly relish each step. I have come to realize that

THER ARE NO WASTED GIFTS, ONLY GIFTS THAT MAY HAVE BEEN SHELVED FOR A TIME.

Too many people think that their lives have past them bye. They think there is no use in trying or things are too far gone to try. But I am here to tell you today THAT IT IS NEVER TOO LATE IN THE LORDS POWER to get it back. Each of us has gifts and talents that the Lord has given us. Sometimes it takes the loss of that gift to make us appreciate what we once had. If you are using a gift the Lord has given you then try to get in the mindset that it is a great gift. 

DON’T EVER TAKE IT FOR GRANTED BECAUSE IT MAY BE GONE TOMORROW. 

Relish every second, minute, day or year that the Lord allows you to do the things He has allowed you to do. 

Don’t live in the past because it is gone. 

Don’t live in the future because your life may be asked of you today.

Live in the NOW because that is all you and I have.

If you are feeling dejected because of a missed opportunity remember this. “Those who hope in the Lord WILL renew their strength.” Those who hope in a bank account, a job, a retirement account will fail. That is a worldly possession which will not last. YOU WILL GROW FAINT AND WEARY when that is your hope.

All of us want to run and not grow weary. If you are so tired today of life that you can’t seem to move, pray and ask the Lord for a new perspective on life. Ask for your gifts back, ask for the joy that you once had and hope in the Lord not in the things of this world.

Have an awesome day and EXPECT great things in the Lord.

Take care

Brad

