"Wants and Needs, Needs and Wants"
If we were to go to a poverty stricken nation and then come back we would almost be embarrassed with all that we have in this country. We have a Starbucks and Blockbuster on most corners and hundred's of different types of grocery stores with anything you can think of to buy. We have auto dealerships which can supply us with any car we want at any price. We have homes with elevators and some homes where rooms are never used because the house is so big. Our lives have turned into such a fast paced world that we get annoyed when we have to wait in line for over 60 seconds at the drive thru window of a fast food restaurant. Our country is buried in debt partly because we want before we can afford and because buying eases the pain of something that may be wrong in our lives. Debt is a huge obstacle in being able to spend time with our families and to share the Lord with others. 
 

Philippians 4:19 "..God will meet all your needs according to all his glorious riches in Christ Jesus."
 

This verse does not say God will meet all your wants in Christ Jesus but He will meet your needs. Have you come to the place in your life where you are content with your needs and not your wants? 
 

* I want a new car. (The old one is fine, I just want a new car because I want it.)
* I want a new house (The old one is fine but I'm tired of looking at the same thing day in and day out)
* I want a new job (I don't get paid enough and the people I work with don't respect me)
* I want ______________________(You can fill that one in)
 

Our society has become one that always Wants, Wants, and Wants more. How do we get out of the want mode and get into the need mode? It is actually very simple but takes a lot of work. When Julie and I were first married we wanted a lot of things. We had great plans for what we were going to do and what we wanted to buy with our riches that were going to come. The problem is the riches didn't come and debt strangled us. We can remember looking for quarters in the house to buy diapers. That is how tight we were. After a couple years of this our perspective had changed to what we wanted to what we needed. "Lord if we can just pay our bills we will be content". A few years later after much heartache and discipline the Lord worked the material things out of our life and enabled us to focus on needs instead of wants. Now that we are doing well we don't desire the things we used to desire. 
I am very fortunate to have two Godly business partners. One of them had said to me, "Make sure you determine before you start making a lot of money what lifestyle you want to live at and don't ever go beyond that". That was one sentence but so profound and certainly from the Lord through him. You see, if we live by our wants then if we make $ 50,000 a year we will live to that level. If we make $ 150,000 we will live to that level. If we make $ 1,000,000 a year we will live to that level. What if you made               $ 1,000,000 a year and lived at the $ 100,000 level what would happen?
If right now you are thinking that would be a lot of wasted money then the Lord still has to bring you through some tough times to rid yourself of the WANTS. Being debt free is a huge burden lifted. The only way to learn this is to go through the fire with no escape. Each person or family needs to go through this on their own. 
 

DO NOT LET ANYONE BAIL YOU OUT. FIND A  WAY OUT YOURSELF WITH THE LORDS LEADING.
 

It is OK to help someone once but to keep helping them financially is just feeding the addiction and believe me the WANTS is an addiction. The only way to get over an addiction is "cold turkey" and a lot of prayer. One day I had asked my mother for more money AGAIN. This time she said "NO, I can't do it anymore." I was initially hurt BUT that was the best thing she ever did for me. It forced me to think on my own, be creative, and to work. There is no easy way or quick schemes out of debt. It is just pure hard work and a lot of discipline.
 

If someone is asking you for money or you are about to borrow money, THINK AGAIN. Those credit card offers you get in the mail RIP UP. I believe that Satan has used debt as one of his biggest arrows to keep people from the work the Lord has called us to do. People have to work 2 and 3 jobs, families quarrel, the stress of money can be insurmountable. If you see that you are spending more than you bring in cut back, cut back and cut back. You are living in the here and now and not living for the Lord. The Lord should be your portion, not something you need to buy to fill a void in your heart. Jesus is the ONLY one who can cure the WANTS.
I can't tell you how good it feels to be on the other side of the debt monster. I NEVER want to go back there.
 

Is the Lord working on you right now in this area? If so be glad because he cares about you enough to let you suffer through this. If we don't suffer we won't learn. Lions kill for their cubs to a certain point but then they put them out on their own. If they always keep killing for them and the mother dies they will die because they don't know how to hunt. Don't make the same mistake with your children. Teach them the value of the Word of Jesus and the difference between "wants and needs."
 

It is very interesting that when I look back over my life I have always had to work for the wants but 
 

MY NEEDS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN MET.
 

Amen to that as I'm sure you could say the same thing. Pray that the Lord would turn your perspective in a life that is OK with what Jesus gives you and not of life of wanting more. If you can't get past the wants, the wants will never be enough.
Have a great week.
Brad
 

