"Wandering In The Desert"
I want to thank all of you who have e mailed and called to see how I was doing since the lessons have trickled off over the past 6 weeks. I have found out a lot about the Lord and more about myself over the past couple months. As I have looked over the messages the Lord has let me write over the past 4 years, they number around 500 lessons. About two months ago I started to lack the energy to write, something was missing. 
Since I was a young man my identity was in my performance. When I was a runner at the University at Maryland each workout and race had to be better than the last or I felt like a failure. If I broke one record then I had to break another. If I ran one lap at 65 seconds the day before then I had to run them all at 64 seconds the next day or I just didn’t match up. In my subconscious I think that the Lord quit giving me inspiration to write lessons because He felt that I was falling into a performance trap. I would get up each day, pray, read the word and write the lesson. Over the past four months I could sense something was happening. It wasn’t until the past 2 months that I decided I better ask the Lord what was going on. Here is what I found out.
 

1. God can’t love me anymore today than he did yesterday and than He will tomorrow so WHY do I do the things I do? Is it performance? 

2. I have learned that when God doesn’t answer that doesn’t mean that He doesn’t hear us. In order to learn patience we need to SLOW DOWN. I hate slowing down. 

3. I have learned that God’s grace IS sufficient. Forget performance. We should do things out of a thankful heart for what God has done for us, period! Since we cannot get into better standing with God then performance based thinking is opposite of Grace. If Grace had to be earned then Christ died for nothing. 

4. Life is full of ups and downs. The ups and downs DON’T have anything to do with our performance. 
5. God at times lets us wander about. We can’t be going 110% all the time. If we try to, God will get our attention sometimes by letting us wander in the desert. 

 

The past six weeks have felt like I have been wandering in the desert. There have been no points of reference and no mountain to climb. It has been refreshing to take a step back. I have found out AGAIN that God knows more of what I want than I do and that He always protects me from myself. There were some mornings that I told Julie, “I just don’t feel like praying today.”
 

This all said, I want you to know that if you come from a performance based background, there is hope. The Lord knows our hearts and He knows when we need rest. Reading Gods word this morning felt fresh again. Amen to that. Please pray for me that I would not let the evil one distract me from the Lords work and that I would put my family first. Please pray for all of us that we would not let the evil one put thoughts into our mind that Gods love is based upon our performance and service to Him and to others. This will lead us down the path to burnout. Going through the motions is not where God wants us.
 

Jeremiah 31:3, 4 “…I have loved you with an everlasting love; I have drawn you with loving-kindness. I will build you up again and you will be rebuilt.”
 

Amen! God loves us with an everlasting love and no matter how far we may drift He WILL build us back up again and again and again. Stay close, but if you seem distant don’t think you have done something wrong. Since God knows us better than we know ourselves, go to him with any prayer or even one word like, HELP! Our prayers don’t need to be eloquent but they do need to be from the heart. God desires a repentant heart. We can at times wander but pray that in times of wandering that our hearts would not become hardened but just the opposite would happen. Pray that our hearts would become softened by truly knowing God and God’s Grace. Stop the performance based love that we can easily fall into. Remember, since God CANNOT love you anymore today than he does now, then why do you do the things you do?
 

Have a great year and it all starts off one day at a time.
Take Care
Brad
