“Wake Up Call"
This morning I received a prayer request for Erin who is a young girl that is to have cancer surgery again. In the prayer request her mother touched upon something that should touch all of our hearts and give us a wake up call.
 

"Now, please indulge me while I get something very heavy off my chest.  I was at the mall yesterday and witnessed a mother being unduly angry at her daughter, simply because the little girl was purchasing something that cost more than the amount of money that was in her hands.  It broke my heart!  Let me leave you with a question.  

How would you treat your child if you knew he/she would not be here tomorrow? 

I am not endorsing a lack of discipline.  I'm just encouraging LOVE!"  

 

Let me take this another step further "How would you treat ______________if you knew they would not be here tomorrow?"
 

Ephesians 5:15,16 "Be very careful, then, how you live - not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity......"
 

When I say making the most of every opportunity what is the first thing that comes into your mind? It might be, I have this big business deal to close and I better not blow it. I am up for a promotion and I better nail that interview. I have mid terms coming up and I better get a good grade or I need money for our family so I better get this job.
 

When our perspective is on the temporal instead of the eternal we will never be satisfied. Making the most of every opportunity has more to do with leading others to Jesus for eternal life than anything else. I have talked to you about the devotional "Whoever Gets To Heaven First Wins".  In order to get to heaven at all WE NEED TO BE SAVED. In order to be saved, at some point in our life we have had to tell the Lord that we acknowledge who he is, we have asked Him to forgive our sins, we have had to ask him to come in and take control of our life and we needed to thank him for saving us. If you have done that and meant it from the bottom of your heart then when you take your last breath you will be in heaven. If you haven't done that, then when you meet Jesus it will be too late. He will say "Depart from me". That is something you don't want to hear.
 

But if you are saved, then you should want to be in heaven more than here on earth. If not then something that doesn't matter is holding you back. When I say doesn't matter this means that if God were to call you home and you have work to do for the kingdom, believe me, the Lord has it covered. That is the only thing on this earth that matters. What are you doing today to further the kingdom of heaven? If it is just storing more money in a 401 (k) then that is the wrong answer. 
 

Erin's parent have come to a point were life and death are very real. They have the comfort that Erin would be in heaven but the sadness for them if Jesus calls here home early. But is it early?
 

In the course of eternity, we are here on this earth for an instant. Since heaven is where we strive to be ONLY by God's Grace and nothing we have done then "Whoever Gets To Heaven First Wins." I have a feeling Erin will be around for some time but she has already touched many people’s hearts and has lead many people to Jesus through her actions. Are you leading people to Jesus through your actions or are you turning them away? 
 

This is not biblical but I have a feeling that if we were 100 years old when we get to heaven and we see what a glorious place it is we will wonder why God kept us down here so long. Of course we would feel pain or remorse so that can't happen but that will be the perspective. Since heaven is the goal don't worry about lives that are already sealed in the Lambs Book of Life. The Lord calls us to worry only about one thing. That is worry about those whose names are not in the book. When we take our last breath that will be the ONLY thing that matters. 
 

Let today be a wake up call to make the most of every opportunity, not for us, but for Jesus.
Have a great week.
Brad
 

