WOULD YOU WANT SOLOMONS LIFE?

I love to read about Solomon because he had so much and then lost it all. I think we can all relate to Solomon in some way shape or form. Have you ever started out with good intentions only to let something else cloud your judgment and get you off track?

1 Kings 3:5 “...and God said “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.”

Solomon just became King and now God asks Solomon what he would like. If the Lord had asked me this 20 years ago I would have said, “I want to win the lottery, have a jet, a Porsche, a beach house, a mountain house and by the way 200 concubines.” 

You see, twenty years ago I was not saved, I did not know Jesus. I knew who he was but I didn’t know I could have a personal relationship with him. When I was saved the things I thought I used to want slowly faded away. God changed my heart. I mean really changed my heart. Fifteen years ago I was disinherited from a will because of things perceived that I had done. Looking back that was one of the best things that ever happened to me. If I had have received that money I would have squandered it and who knows what trouble I would have gotten into. You see, God even protects us from ourselves. It took many years of suffering for the Lord to change my heart from the things of this world to be able to love the things of Jesus.

I was Solomon on a much, much smaller scale but I followed the path of Solomon in the opposite direction. I started off asking for riches and in the end now I am content with Jesus and Jesus alone. OK, not totally content but I’m work in process. I see what riches can do when you aren’t ready for them. I see what immorality, lust, pride and evil desires can do to the soul.

Solomon started off great. God asked him, what do you want and Solomon’s reply was

1 Kings 3:9 “So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of yours?”

Because Solomon didn’t ask for long life or riches God gave him what he asked for plus honor and riches. Solomon had over

1. 1,400 Chariots

2. 12,000 horses

3. 50,000 lbs of Gold per year  Today at $ 300 ounce =  $ 240,000,000 year back then A LOT OF MONEY

Solomon also had everything else you could imagine. ALL HE HAD TO DO WAS:

1 Kings 11:2 “They were from nations about which the Lord had told the Israelites, “You must not intermarry with them. because they will surely turn your hearts after other gods.”

OK, all Solomon had to do after seeing how awesome the Lord was, how much wisdom he had been given , how much wealth he had was just not intermarry with women of other nations. That’s it! 

But:

1 Kings 11:2-4 ....Nevertheless, Solomon held fast to them in love. He had seven hundred wives of royal birth and three hundred concubines, and his wives led him astray. As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after other gods and his heart was not fully devoted to the Lord his God...”

Believe it or not each one of us has a little bit of Solomon in us because we all have a sinful nature. If I look back at all the Lord has brought me through and what he has protected me from the last thing I would do is want more. But you know what; I fall into the trap of wanting more and not being thankful for what God has given me. I’m off to the next thing forgetting all that the Lord has done for me. We can take this scenario to other areas of our life also. When we first get married, have a child, get a new job, house or car we are extremely happy. How is it we start taking all of this for granted? 

The answer is we have lost a HEALTHY fear of the Lord. I say healthy fear because the Lord does not want us to fear him out of retribution, he wants us to fear him out of love. Let me give you this scenario. I tell my son to not run out behind that car in the street. I know a car coming along could run him over. Since he doesn’t know about other cars all he see’s is an endless road on which to explore. If he doesn’t fear my command then he will not listen and harm could come to him. If he knew that I loved him without any strings attached he might not understand my command but he would listen because he loves me.

Can we obey God because we love him not out of fear but out of fear that we may hurt ourselves or others? Solomon probably got a big head when all the wisdom the Lord had given him puffed him up, He probably thought, “I know God told me not to intermarry but I am strong enough not to go after those other gods, I may even turn these women over to my God. That is why the Lord wants us to be equally yoked and not to marry an unbeliever. If you or your spouse was not a believer when you were married and now one of you are then that is different. But having people with different beliefs in the same household can be very caustic. How much more so with over 1000 wives and concubines. No wonder he caved in but that is what the Lord warned him about.

So where are you in relation to Solomon? Are you searching after riches and other gods wondering what is out in the world that you are missing? Or are you content with following God and know that you aren’t missing anything? If you are in the first scenario, BE VERY CAREFUL AS THAT IS THE PATH TO DESTRUCTION. If you aren’t happy without money I can guarantee you that you won’t be happy when you get it. God’s commands are God’s commands for a reason. God loves you and me more than you could ever imagine and he doesn’t want you to get run over in the street of life. The Lord has given you a free will. It is now your choice to follow the Lord or follow the things of the world. Please, please choose the Lord.

Have a great day.

Brad

