WHY SHOULD THEY GET IN?

I was traveling in LA last week and was not able to get any messages out. I have never seen it rain so hard for so long. The mudslide out there that took a wife and three daughters in one family was tragic. One minute the father was going for ice cream, the next there is nothing left. The brevity of this life!

I have heard people in the Christian community say, “They will never get in” or “I have served the Lord for many years and if they get into heaven something is wrong.”

Matthew Chapter 20:1-15 talks about this issue. All around the country there are meeting places for workers that are picked on a daily basis. These workers show up in a parking lot and wait to be called whether it is to help build homes or pick produce in a field. To be called is certainly a sense of relief. Jesus talks about men who were waiting for work. The master comes and picks out a few men and says to the first men in verse two “He agreed to pay them a denaruius for the day and sent hem into his vineyard.”  A few hours later he did the same thing and told the workers “I will pay you whatever is right”. As the end of the day was approaching he did the same thing. When it came time to be paid he paid the men who only worked an hour a denarius

Matthew 20:1-15 “When they received it, they began to grumble against the landowner. These men who were hired last worked only one hour, they said and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day. But he answered one of them, “Friend, I am not being unfair to you. Didn’t you agree to work for a denarius? Take your pay and go. I want to give the man who was hired last the same as I gave you. Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious because I am generous? 

Jesus tells us not to judge or we will be judged. Here is the whole heart of the matter. If you are a believer in Jesus Christ and have accepted him by faith then you will have eternal life. Jesus picked you, you didn’t pick Jesus so be thankful that you have eternal life and will spend eternity with Jesus. Now why do we do good works? Is it to get in better with Jesus? No, we do good works ONLY as thanks for what God has done for us by sending his son to die on a cross to pay for the penalty of our sins which we were helpless to do. If you get to the point in your life were you think of works as a burden then you are serving for the wrong reason. If someone accepts Jesus on their death bed and you have served Jesus all your life REJOICE that another person has been accepted into the kingdom of God. 

IT IS A PRIVLEDGE TO SERVE JESUS, NOT WORK.

Don’t ever look down on the unbeliever or think you are better than they. I can tell you from experience that each of us could have ended up a beggar but Jesus chose us for himself. That in itself should be enough for us to lead a joyous spirit filled life.

Why should they get in? If you and I get in, why shouldn’t they. That is jealousy and jealousy has no place in the family of believers. Be thankful for your relationship with God and pray for ALL those who have yet to come to know the Lord. As the angels rejoice in heaven when someone is saved let us do the same.

Have a great day.

Brad

