WHAT IS YOUR GARDEN?

Pain, turmoil, strife and unjust persecution are just a few things that we struggle with. We may even at times wonder if Jesus can relate. Well let me tell you today that Jesus can relate to EVERYTHING you and I are going through. Since Jesus was born of a virgin he was 100% man and 100% God. Even though Jesus was without sin the 100% man part experienced pain, temptation and sorrow even to the point of death.

I know many of you have experienced sorrow even to the point of death. Let’s take a look at one of the experiences Jesus went through on anguish. 

Matthew 26:38 “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.”

While Jesus was in the garden of Gethsemane he had asked his disciples to pray for him and keep watch. Jesus came back from praying and found his disciples asleep not once but twice. Jesus prayed three times that he would desire that he not have to go to the cross, BUT he said:

Matthew 26:42 “My father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done.”

This should give all of us a great deal of comfort in knowing that if Jesus struggles with going to the cross we shouldn’t punish ourselves for our struggles that we have felt we should have overcome. 

JESUS KNOWS YOUR HEART.

BUT, Jesus also knew that for the good of mankind it is God’s will maybe not ours that needs to prevail. Could Jesus have called this off and not gone to the cross. YES, but then none of us would have a chance to spend eternity in heaven.

Matthew 26:53,54 “Do you think I cannot call on my father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than twelve legions of angels? But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?”

What is your garden? You may be in a time of turmoil and wondering where Jesus is. One angel could overpower everyone, how about Jesus calling 72,000 angels, 6,000 per legion. He could have obliterated all mankind but would that have served God’s purpose? No it wouldn’t have. Are you willing to go through trial by fire for the will of God? We can pray earnestly for rescue from illness, loss of a job, death of a loved one but in the end are you OK with God’s will being God’s will? No trial seems like a vacation while you are going through it but most people would not trade that trial after they have experienced the Lord’s power, grace and mercy to help them get through it.

This life will ALWAYS be full of trials. This life will always be full of people letting us down. Jesus allows people to let us down so that our confidence will be in him and not in man. Jesus allows people to let us down in_______________________so that our confidence will be in him and not in man. 

Today as you are in the garden of your life praying for the cup to pass, pray that you would be OK with whatever God’s will is for you life. But also remember that Jesus shed tears of anguish over what was to come. Don’t think your tears of anguish make you a person with a weak walk with the Lord. On the contrary, it is the person who can cry and call out to God for strength, not rely on the things of the world for strength. For some of you the trails are coming at a furious pace today. Our comfort, Jesus knows they are coming and he has a plan to get you through it. Can you trust and rest in him? When you can rely on Jesus instead of man then you will be able to live a joyous life and not a life of anguish.

Have a great day.

Brad

