WHAT COULD HAVE BEEN

I had a 6:00am flight yesterday from Washington, DC back to Charlotte. I got up at 4:00 and was to the airport by 4:30. Plenty of time I thought! We’ll security didn’t open till 5:00 so the line was long to say the least. Once the security was open at 5:00 it seemed that things were going unusually quick. I took my shoes, belt, laptop, watch and anything else that might beep, off. I made it through without a problem. When I got to the end of the belt is when things began to get out of control. The Lucy Show which aired many years ago had a funny episode. Lucy was in a chocolate factory and all she had to do was put a wrapping on the candy. Well the belt sped up and it got ahead of her. All of a sudden she was eating more than she was packing. Well this morning the trays that you put your garments in were shooting out on that conveyor as fast as those candies. They were going on top of each other and it was tough to tell what belongings went to which person. All of a sudden a security man came over and started the task of getting things in order. He was picking, pulling, running and getting things back to normal. 

What makes us want to say something smart or funny? Is it our need for attention? I was going to say “You look like a one arm paper hanger” but something in my spirit held me back. Also in security you just say what you need to and move on. All of a sudden when he turned towards me I noticed that he didn’t have a left arm!!! Yikes, what a blunder it would have been for me to tell him he looked liked a one arm paper hanger. He would have thought I was making a joke about his disability. Thank you Lord for keeping my mouth shut. I said thank you to him and moved on thinking what could have been.

Ephesians 4:29 “Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may be beneficial to those who listen.”

What is unwholesome? Unwholesome is anything that is not pleasing to God. Gossip, slander, cutting remarks, cursing, making fun of someone at their expense are all things that are unwholesome. I could have easily said something that would have changed the whole perception of what that man thought about me in an instant. Here is the real problem;

What I said would have been in fill view, how many times do we say remarks not knowing that they are cutting someone to the core? As a Christian there has to be a difference in the way we lead our lives to that of the way unbelievers do. Many unbelievers are looking at us. If there is not a difference they will say “Why do I need God if that is what they do?” When trials come your way or the way of the unbeliever there has to be something to hold onto. As the streams of life turn into a torrent we all need a rock to cling to. The rock is not a family member, a job, a church or a friend. The only rock is in the person of Jesus Christ. There are only two reasons to be on this earth. 

1. To come to know and accept Jesus as Savior and Lord of your life. 
2. Share the gospel of Jesus with as many people as possible. 
Other than these two things NOTHING else matters, does it?

So when we open our mouths remember that one word can have a drastic influence on the way unbelievers see Jesus. Since many people don’t go to church, read a bible or have fellowship then their only view of Jesus may be through something YOU do. That is a very important task.

We can only hold our tongue by asking the Lord to help us in this area. “Building others up according to their needs” is a very important task. In one word we can destroy what may take a lifetime to build. One word may also lift someone up when they are at their lowest point. The next time you try to be witty or come off with an unhanded remark, JUST STOP, and pray that the Lord would give you the right response. It’s better to say nothing than to say the wrong thing.

There are many times in our life that we wish we could only take “that back.” Like trying to get toothpaste back in a tube is like trying to call back the words that have been spoken. It can be a huge mess. If we are always looking to build others up then the chances of this happening will be minimal. If we are looking out for ourselves more than others then the chances of this happing will be greater.

Pray today and have the Lord reveal to you what you need to change. Jesus is there all the time so let us all call on His strength and not our own.

Have a great day.

Brad

