Tired Of Life

Do you ever get tired of life? We are in the midst of an election year and I’m already tired of the adds that are running. Children are dying of cancer, there are wars, marriages are breaking up at an unbelievable rate, terrorism is at an all time high, most Americans are saddled with a huge amount of debt and I could go on and on. Do you ever get tired of life and wish Jesus would come back now?
A very good friend of mine died last week and it was sad to not be able to talk with him anymore but we were all encouraged by the strength of his family. You could tell that this family had hope. They knew he was in heaven with Jesus. Now that is joy, unspeakable joy. Sometimes our actions speak louder than words. In our lives we sometimes think we will live forever and are shocked by the death of a loved one. No matter how hard we try the statistics are never wrong; one person is born, that person will die. There are only two things between those events that matters. Did you accept Jesus as Savior and Lord of your life and did you share the gospel with others? That is it? This man did and he did it as a humble servant. When I walked past his casket I knew beyond a shadow of a doubt that he wasn’t there. Thirty five years before my dad laid in the same place in the same funeral home. Then, I had no hope, I believed he was still there somewhere in that body, dead forever. Now I know he is with Jesus. Thirty five years later in the same funeral home I walked past the casket again and this man was clutching a bible in his hands. This was his faith, this was his legacy. His grown children were a testimony to faith in Jesus Christ. His legacy will leave on because he and his wife instilled what is really important into their children. Jesus is the way, the ONLY way to heaven and eternal security.
Some people felt that since this man just retired that somehow he had been robbed of the joy of his retirement and how could God do such a thing. Clutching a bible in his hands gave proof that he was not mad at God but just the opposite. 
The morning I was to go to the funeral I broke down and cried. This man of God was also my dad’s partner in his medical practice. The memories of thirty fives years ago started to come back.  I have a knack for being like an ostrich. If I don’t like what I see, immediately my head goes in the sand. I can distance myself from the past because I know I can’t go back and change anything.  In the short run this is good but in the long run I stuff too much away. I pulled out the tissue and then when I used all that up I started on the toilet paper. Where was all this coming from?  I finally figured out that I still missed my dad and I was coming home to familiar surroundings that has lasting memories. It’s OK to cry. God uses that as a way to cleanse and heal us from past and current hurts. I came home from the funeral mentally exhausted and I had not lost a loved one, or did I. You see, I really have not dealt with my dad’s death but it was good to get back to familiar territory and hear stories of him again. This family that lost their father and husband did more to encourage me than I did to encourage them. Their hope in Jesus was a light in a dark world. In the midst of death everyone could see hope. 
The next time you get tired of life FOCUS ON JESUS. Jesus will never change and will sustain you no matter what the circumstances. Don’t get caught up in the trials of everyday life. Jesus died a horrible death and rose from the dead so ALL that believe in him will inherit eternal life. We can have victory not only in heaven 
 
BUT IN THIS WORLD TOO.
 
Don’t wait till you get to heaven to enjoy life. We can have abundant life here on earth when we realize that we already have eternal life if we are born again of the spirit. Make sure you are right with Jesus. When you are, the things of this world will fade away giving us a clear picture of the security and Glory that awaits. Let’s try to lead a spirit filled,joyful life no matter what the circumstances. Start today by being that person that God has created you to be. Be joyful, not tired, pray without ceasing and give thanks for what God has done and continues to do.
Tired of life, focus on Jesus.
Have a great day.
Brad
