“Think Before You Press Send”

The tongue can be a wicked thing; also e mail for that matter. In the book of James the tongue is analogous to the rudder of a large ship. Let’s take for example the “Norwegian Crown”, a very, very large cruise ship. This ship is over 600 feet long, more than 2 football fields but is steered by a rudder in the back. This rudder in relation to the size of the ship is very small but the rudder turns the ship wherever it likes. So does our tongue.

James 3:3:4 “Or take ships as an example. Although they are very large and are driven by strong winds, they are steered by a very small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go.”

Where do you want to go? Do you harbor resentment or pride and want to spew out all kinds of evil things. On the other hand are you and the Holy Spirit working together to encourage others instead of tearing them down? Remember this,

WE WILL NEVER TAME OUR TONGUE.

James 3:8 “but no man can tame the tongue. It is evil, full of deadly poison.”

So there is no hope right? Wrong! Since we can’t tame our tongue we need to safeguard against letting out evil from our lips. A lion looks calm in a zoo, but that is because he is locked behind a fence. Let him out and then look out!!

I don’t like e mail when it comes to discussing important issues. The main reason is that we don’t see how the other person is reacting. Sometimes we take an e mail the wrong way and fire back a volley that should NEVER HAVE BEEN. Once the words or e mail is sent it can never be taken back. It’s like trying to put toothpaste back in the tube.

Luke 6:45 “…….For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks.”

Have you ever been with a calm, cool, collected person and someone cuts them off in traffic? All of a sudden a loud outburst comes out and they turn into someone you never knew. This isn’t because they are mad at the driver that just did that dastardly act! They have this anger and rage in their heart that is going to come out sometime and this was the catalyst for it. An e mail that may seem caustic is sent back with hurtful words because some has anger that needs to get out just found a reason to spew. Have you ever gotten an e mail that when you read it you say “Where did that come from?”

Words can not only be hurtful but life lasting. I remember hurtful words said to me over 40 years ago. Romans 3:23 says that we are all sinners and will continue to be until Jesus calls us home. The key is to keep damage control to a minimum. The only way to do that is to change our heart. We do that by

1. Confessing our sin and asking God for forgiveness. 
2. We read God’s word. 
3. We fellowship with other believers 
4. We worship 
5. We ask God to help us because WE CAN’T HOLD OUR TOONGUE ON OUR OWN. 
The next time you get ready to say something strong or send an e mail that may be of a caustic nature, WAIT! First pray, not a rote prayer but pray that the Lord would search your heart and then and only then send the e mail or speak. Most conflict would not happen if were to pray for the Lord's guidance and then talk. If you have a problem with someone, DON’T send an e mail. 

When you can lead a spirit filled life you will never have to look over your shoulder and never have regrets. Remember, think before you press “Send”!

Have a great week.

Brad

