"The Way"
I have always had a problem with electricity but over the year I have gotten a little better with it. When I put my first fax machine in, the directions said to turn off the electricity. In my wisdom I did exactly what I though they meant and I turned off the light switch. I opened up the outlet and proceeded to touch the wires and all of a sudden WHACK, I was sitting down staring at the outlet. I got the shock of my life. Needless to say the next time I went to the fuse box and turned off the circuit breaker BEFORE ever touching it again.
Yesterday I put in a light dimmer. Now this is new territory for me, should I use a 2 way or 3 way. After much counsel from the folks at Lowe's and Home Depot I came to the realization that I needed a 3 way. I went to the breaker box FIRST and made sure that the power to that switch was off. When the cost was clear, I started in. OK, the green wire to the one marked common or to the screw of a different color. One wasn't green and since we had a flashlight to look, it was difficult to see if I had the right connection. Put this wire here and that wire there. I had this view of our house going up in flames. After getting the connections to where I thought would be good I had Julie and the boys stand near the door ready to get out in case sparks started flying. I put everything back and went to the fuse box. I said "Julie, here I go, I'M TURNING IT ON". To my amazement it worked. I was actually very proud of my accomplishment. NOW out to the Christmas lights.
We have about 8 bushes that need lights. I started at the top of one tree and went to all the others. I thought it looked quite good. I went to plug it in and none of the adapters I had worked. NO POWER. NO LIGHTS. OK back to Lowe's. "I have this problem, I have all these lights but no power what adapter do I need." "Oh that won't work, people have been taking the adapter and taking a wire cutter and breaking off a piece of it so it will fit. I bought other extension cords but they only work indoors. The women said. "I haven't had one spark on me yet, just use a little tape and it should be fine." My luck, I’m never fine. I almost burned the house down once cooking salmon, I can't take a chance.
OK, I'll try cutting the adaptor. When I got down all I had was a piece of twisted metal. After 3 days and more work that I could have never imagined I sought the counsel of my wife. "Julie I can't take it anymore, the lights won't work." I explained to her what was going on, she though for a minute and said, "Have you thought about stringing the lights the other way so you end up with the pronged end that plugs directly into a socket." I said "Oh, it can't be that simple". Julie went back inside so after much thinking I decided to take her advice, off with the lights and back on the other way. When I got to the end all I had to do was plug the lights in and guess what, WE HAD LIGHT.
Sometimes we don't se the real picture. It takes someone to help us. No matter how much I wanted those lights to work they were not going to get power. I could have tried adaptor after adaptor and the outcome would have been the same. 
When we get to heaven some of us who haven't accepted Jesus as Savior and Lord of their lives will think they have been stringing the right life along only to realize that they have been doing everything wrong. A lot of times we think that heaven is so good that we have to work at it to get in but just the opposite is true. 
 

Ephesians 4:8,9 "For it is by grace you have been saved through faith - and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God - not by works, so that no one can boast."
 

It we had to work for heaven then Jesus came here and paid a horrible price for nothing. BUT Jesus came to earth Christmas day over 2000 years ago to save us. He saved us by living a sinless life, dying on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins and rose from the dead to conquer death. The acrostic for grace is "God's Riches At Christ's Expense". Have you acknowledged that Jesus is who he said he was? Do you believe he was God in the flesh and that he came to save you? If you do and have confessed to him by faith that he did, asked Jesus to forgive your sins and you want him to take control of your life then heaven is in your future.
When I turned to those lights around to get them to work, I realized that in my former life before I was a Christian I had to do the same thing. I needed to turn away from the life I had been living and turn towards God. This is repentance, turning from what you used to do to now doing the things that please God. What are those things? I don't know, only you will know. The second you acknowledge that Jesus is Christ and Lord and that you ask him into your life He sends his Holy Spirit to indwell within you. Passages in the bible that didn't make sense before now make perfect sense. You will start to look at this life a little different. The more we pray, read God's word and have fellowship with other believers the more we will have peace.
 

John 14:6 "I am the way the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me."
 

Romans 10:9 "Everyone who calls on the name of the lord will be saved."
 

These two passages say it all. You can't get to heaven without Jesus, and EVERYONE, not just some people but everyone, no matter what your past is like, will be saved when you call on the name of the Lord.
 

Try to view Christmas a little different this year. Sure it's fun to put up lights and a tree but the best present of all was 2003 years ago God sent his only son Jesus Christ to this world. This is what we need to celebrate. Without Jesus we would have no hope. Our ONLY hope is in Him.
 

If you pray this prayer and mean it, then not only will you have eternal life but you will have an amazing life here on earth till Jesus calls you home.
 

"Jesus I'm a sinner. I believe that you died on the cross and rose from the dead to pay the penalty for my sins and to purchase a place in heaven for me. Please forgive my sins and come into my life. I can't do it alone anymore and I need you. Jesus thank you for what you have done and for coming into my life, please take control and lead me towards you each and everyday. In Jesus name, Amen."
 

If you prayed that prayer and truly meant it then this Christmas will be one that you will never forget. Your life will take on a whole new meaning. When you are saved and born again of the spirit I always like to sing the hymn:
 

"Turn your eyes upon Jesus,
Look full in his wonderful face,
and the things of earth will grow strangely dim,
in the light of his glory and grace."
 

This Christmas season let us all turn our eyes upon Jesus and off of self.
If you prayed that pray please e mail me and I can send you out some information that will encourage you and help you along in your faith.
Take Care
Brad
 

