"The Truth"
"USA Today", December 18, 2002
 

* United will throw out labor contracts
* Debt-ridden Conseco files for bankruptcy
* Tyco board member admits hiding $20M fee
* Former CEO of National Century "Struggling health firms say slick pitch sucked them in."
* 12 security firms issued misleading research and fines total 1 billion
 

Now this is just the front page of the Money section. Our society definitely does not have a healthy fear of the Lord. You see, we WILL suffer consequences for our sins. It is true that the Lord will forgive our sins when we ask for forgiveness with a repentant heart. But even though God may forgive us there will still be issues left over. Who have we wronged? What lies have we told? What half-truths have we told? What quick schemes have we done to fake people out?
 

James 3:16 "For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice."
 

All of the above headlines come down to envy and selfish ambition. We don't need more rules and checks and balances, we need a change of the human heart. The only one who can change our heart is the Lord. The conviction just isn't there when the Holy Spirit is not present. This is true for the believer and the non believer. We know what’s right and wrong but if we want something bad enough some people will turn a deft ear to the issues. You and I know that we can justify ANYTHING.
People think "He gets all the raises and I'm always passed over, they won't mind if I take something out of stock in the warehouse. They can write it off." "I know that if I can just do this one big deal then I can put ALL the money back in the Company that I took without asking." "Let’s fudge the books for this quarter so we don't have to pay taxes, we can make it up next year."
All of us at one time or another have felt that we have been wronged. This is the catalyst for envy. 
 

ONCE YOU CROSS OVER THE LINE AND JUSTIFY A WRONG, THEN THE NEXT TIME IT ISN'T SO HARD.
 

Then it's almost impossible to stop. It starts to take on a mind all of its own. How did Arthur Anderson, the world's largest accounting firm get caught up in the Enron fraud? I wasn't there but I'm sure Enron was a big part of their business. They could have said "You want our business this is the way we need to do things." Once they were OK with a little wrong the big ones became more acceptable.
Now here is the whole heart of the matter. What you and I deserve is not a big 401(k), a big house, a great family, what we deserve is hell, PERIOD. Jesus came to this earth so that ALL who accept him as Savior and Lord of their life will escape death and live forever with him. All of this stealing, lying, accumulating things to ultimately give to other people will only distract us from Jesus.
Get back to the basics. No matter what you have done in the past, no matter how wrong or how bad the wrong is Jesus will forgive you. You and I also need to ask forgiveness for the people we have wronged and make the best attempt we can to make it right. Even if it takes the rest of our earthly lives. Our integrity should mean more to us than anything. Because when you are a Christian people will watch you. If you profess to be a Christian and swear, cheat, say half-truths then you may be turning more people away from the kingdom than you know. 
 

WHEN YOU ARE A CHRISTIAN THERE NEEDS TO BE A DIFFERENCE IN YOUR LIFE.
 

If there isn't a difference then why would people want what we have? Start today trying to be truthful in every way. I'm not saying to tell people you hate their clothes their wearing today. That's just an opinion. I'm saying you and I know what is right and wrong. There is no gray area. When you do the right thing because of what Jesus has done for you then you will be blessed in mighty ways. It may not be monetarily; but the peace that God gives, money can't buy. 
Pray that the lord would help you clean up the things that may be entangling you right now. Nothing is too big for Jesus.
Have a great day.
Brad 

 

